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Today’s liturgy begins with a palm procession, commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Quickly 
the tone of the service changes as we meditate upon Jesus’ passion and death. Because this story is so central to our 
faith, we hear Mark’s account of the passion today and John’s version on Good Friday. Though Jesus is obedient 
even unto death on the cross, He is exalted by God. We gather to remember His offering for the life of the world, 
and to be fed by His life-giving mercy. In baptism we have been fused to this story; in Holy Week we walk the road 
with Jesus once again, the way that brings us to life with Christ. 
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 GATHERING  

  
P. Blessed is the One Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C. Hosanna in the highest! 
 
P. Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 

upon the contemplation of those mighty acts by which You have given us life everlasting; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL              
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 11. 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, 
[Jesus] sent two of His disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 
and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 
outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 
you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to 
take it. 
 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and He sat on it. 8Many 
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in 
the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
11Then He entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when He had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS  
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P. We praise You, O God … one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen 
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OPENING HYMN       All Glory, Laud, and Honor   
 

  
 

 

 

     
 
P. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C. Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Almighty God, in Your endless love for us, You sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 

nature and to suffer death on the cross. In Your mercy enable us to share in His obedience 
to Your will and in the glorious victory of His resurrection; through Your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C. Amen. 
    

 
  

Written by Theodulph, bishop of Orleans, on Palm Sunday in 821, these words have been 

sung by Christians for over 1,000 years to proclaim the beginning of Holy Week. 

Our worship turns the page, from celebration with pilgrimage and parade to the 

contemplation of Christ’s suffering and death. By moving through the Palm Procession into 

Passion Sunday, our worship models the two-sided truth of the salvation that Christ offers the 

world. Each Sunday we proclaim that in His death is our life, and on this Sunday we enact 

that mystery as fully as we can. 
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 THE WORD  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9  
This text, the third of the Servant Songs, speaks of the servant’s obedience in the midst of persecution. Christians 
have seen in this ancient Hebrew poem a way to think of Christ, enduring His passion and readying for His death. 
 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning He wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. 5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6 I 
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting.  7 The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 
He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 
my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9 It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 31:9-16 
It is as if we join with Christ and with all who are suffering as we describe our distress and beg God to rescue us. 

 
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 
 my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
 my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
 I am as useless as a broken pot.    
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
 they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in You, O LORD. 
 I have said, “You are my God. 
15My times are in Your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
16Let Your face shine upon Your servant; 
 save me in Your steadfast love.” 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11  
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God 
has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, 
Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 Who, though He was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. 9 There-
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fore God also highly exalted Him and gave Him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  C. Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: St. Mark 14:26—15:47      
The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by all. He shows Himself to be the 
true Son of God by giving His life for those who have forsaken Him. 
 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The gospel is not printed, due to length. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.     C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN O Sacred Head Now Wounded  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Merciful God, we pray for Your holy Church around the world, that the faithful be nourished 
by Your presence and be faithful witnesses of Your steadfast love. We pray for pastors and 
bishops, for all who are assisting in digital worship and for guidance in keeping this Holy 
Week in devout prayer and praise. Put in us the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, and teach 
us to regard one another with humility and love, that You may be glorified before all people. 
Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all animals that work for the benefit of humans. Grant them ample rest from their 
labors, and guide their owners to treat them as gifts from the Creator. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for peace throughout the world and for an end to terrorism and religious violence, for 
all people who serve their nations as elected officials, employees of government, or members of 
the armed forces. Guide their service and keep them safe from harm. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those who look to You, O God. Grant them hope in their despair, fulfillment in 
their longing and healing in their illnesses. We pray especially for especially for Emily, Angie, 
Shirlee, Bill and Karen Pohlen, Bill Ningen, Carol, Sylvia and Jim and Norma, Brad and Chris. 
Give Your comfort and peace to the families grieving loved ones including Chris Syltie, and 
those killed in Boulder. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those who are incarcerated, that they be kept safe, for those unjustly imprisoned, 
for victims of torture, for those who face isolation or execution, for those who mourn for 
missing or executed family members, for those who face persecution and oppression, especially 
our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world. Ease their pain, and give them strength 
and courage. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Almighty God, You have destroyed the power of death. Teach us to die daily to sin, give us 
grace to trust in Your eternal care of the faithful departed and at the end of time bring us all to 
the joy of resurrection, Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Trusting in Your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to You, through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
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RECOGNITION OF FIRST COMMUNION STUDENTS  (10:30 Worship only)  
Addison Petersen, Carter Schrunk, Jacob Knutson,  
 

(10:30 Worship only) PRAYER AND BLESSING FOR FIRST COMMUNION  
P. Lord God, we give You thanks for the work of Your Holy Spirit in the lives of Addison, 

Carter and Jacob. As they join the family of God at the meal of our Lord, we pray that You 
would continue to help them grow in holiness and love, in hope and in grace, and in 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

C. Amen. 
 
P. May you always know the peace of Jesus, the light of His love, and the joy of His life within 

you. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING/FOOD SHELF OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER   
P Holy God, 
C You provide us with every gift of creation, and You quench our thirst with living water. 

Receive our offerings and make our lives bread for the hungry and streams in the 
wilderness, signs of the abundance of Your grace in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

Because of the potency of the passion narrative, our communion celebration takes on a 

different character today. While still offering a foretaste of the feast to come, it is marked by 

the tone of the passion. 
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 MEAL  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    
P. The Lord be with you.  C. And also with you. 
 
P. Lift up your hearts.  C. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P. Blessed are You … pouring out His life for the world.   
C. Amen. 
 
P. In the night in … and proclaim the mystery of faith.  
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P. Gracious God … both now and forever.  
C. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father Who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
P. The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
P. Generous God, You have fed and renewed us in Your holy meal. Send us into the world You 

love. Through our fasting and devotion draw us to You and to our neighbors, that we may 
break bonds of injustice, feed the hungry, and set the oppressed free. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  

C. Amen. 
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 SENDING  
 
BENEDICTION  
P. As you die and rise with Christ in baptism, may you also live and serve like Christ.  The 

blessing of Almighty God, the Father,  the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you now and forever.     

C. Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN          My Song is Love Unknown  

 
4   How      might    I       stay        and          sing —        no        sto  -   ry      so       di    - 

 

 
vine!      Nev -   er      was    love,    dear     King,  nev -  er     was        grief          like 

 

 
Thine.               This       is        my        friend,         in         whose  sweet     praise 

 

 
I             all          my        days       could         glad      -      ly                   spend! 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P. Marked with the Cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God! 
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Pastor Munter will be live streaming a short devotional on Bethel’s Facebook page at 6:00 pm for the Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week.  

 
Please join us Thursday evening at 7:00 pm as we begin our celebration of the great festival which is the center 
point of our faith, the Triduum: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

 
Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God Presiding: Pastor Munter 
Organist:  Terry Dybsetter  Reader: Tracy Wente/Brenda Knutson 
Camera: Josh Sumption   Projection: James Kamrath/Kendon Knutson 
Sound Room: Ken Jeremiason and Jerome Bruns 
 
 
THIS WEEK  (Mar 29th - April 4th ) 
 
Mar 29–Mar 31  6:00 pm  Devotions for Holy Week live on Facebook 
Mar 31 7:00 pm  Confirmation Class at Bethel 
April 1 7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday worship in person and live on Facebook  
April 2 7:00 pm  Good Friday worship in person and live on Facebook  
April 4 7:00 am & 9:30 am  Easter Sunday worship in person and live on Facebook  
 

 
 
Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Carol Moon, Sylvia & Jim Pridal 
Brad Danielson, Norma Dovre and the family and friends  of Chris Syltie. 
  
 

How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
 

Today  at Bethel we are celebrating with the our third graders their first Communion.  
Please keep Jacob Knutson, Addison Petersen, Carter Schrunk and their families in 
your prayers.   
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March 21, 2021 
            General: $1,108.50 ($459.50 received through eGiving) 

Includes: $100.00 Fuel Offering. $80.00 Lent Offering. $122.00 from savings for 
Sunday School supplies. 

 
 
 
HELP BEAUTIFY BETHEL’S ALTAR FOR EASTER. 

  
If you would like to share an Easter Lily or other flowering plant for our Easter 
(April 1st) morning worship, please leave the plant in the work sacristy by Holy 
Saturday. 
  
If you wish to honor someone with your plant, please leave a message at the 
church, on the answering machine or on Pastor Munter’s cell phone so the 
information can be included in the Easter worship bulletin.   
 

 
 

LAST DAY 
of   

“40 DAYS OF FIGHTING HUNGER”   
Today the special  

cash offering will be donated  
to the Canby food shelf 

 
Thank you for all the donations to support the Canby food shelf during  

Food Share Month 
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About the Icon of the Feast of Palm Sunday (cover picture) 

 

In the icon, Christ is the central figure, depicted seated upon the colt of a donkey as He enters 
Jerusalem, a fulfillment of the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9: Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  

Christ is blessing with His right hand, and in His left hand is a scroll, symbolizing that He is 
the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, the Anointed One 
who has come to redeem us from our sins and break the power of death.  

The colt, one of the animals that were considered unclean according to the Law, is symbolic of 
the inclusion of all peoples of all nations in the new covenant that will come through the death 
and Resurrection of Christ (Isaiah 62:10-11: Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the 
people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 11 The LORD has 
proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; His reward is with Him, and 
His recompense before Him.”). It is also a sign that our Lord has revealed a heavenly and spiritual 
kingdom that offers true and enduring peace. 

On the left, the disciples accompany Jesus in His Triumphal Entry. Depicted on the right are 
the Jews who greet Him crying “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” The word “Hosanna” means “Save, I pray” or “Save now.” 

The children are the small people who are greeting Christ with palm branches and laying these 
and their garments on the ground before Christ as tokens of honor for one who is 
acknowledged as a King. The city of Jerusalem is shown as the walled buildings, and the temple 
is depicted as the building with the dome. 

https://www.goarch.org/palmsunday 
 
 
 
 


