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Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the 
story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, but now I see,” 
declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we 
are: God’s beloved sons and daughters. As David was anointed king of Israel, 
in baptism God anoints our head with oil and calls us to bear witness to the 
light of Christ in our daily lives. 
 

 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P. Trusting in God, Who brings us out of death into life, we gather in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen.  
P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God Who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
P. Gracious God,  
C. I confess that I am held captive by sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned 

against You in thought, word and deed, by what I have done and by what I have 
left undone. I have not loved You with my whole heart, I have not loved my 
neighbor as myself. I pray for forgiveness I cannot earn and renewal I do not merit, 
given only through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P. Almighty God looks upon you with mercy, and through Baptism has joined you to the 
saving death of Jesus Christ so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, you too might walk in newness of life. I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.   

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING  
P. The endless grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the rich mercy of God and the unity of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. Bend Your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By Your gracious life 

and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with Your 
Spirit, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.     

C. Amen 
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
In chapter 15, Saul’s failings have finally caused the Lord to regret having made Saul king over Israel. Now, 
the Lord directs the prophet Samuel to anoint David, the youngest son of Jesse, a simple shepherd boy from 
Judah. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s 
chosen successor to Saul. 
 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for Myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel 
did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come 
to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed is now 
before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 
they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD 
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily 
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 23   
You have anointed my head with oil.  
The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (All together)    

 
 

  
Jesus says, I am the light | of the world; 
 whoever follows me will have the | light of life.   (John 8:12) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. John 9:1-41 
Some people in Jesus’ day regarded infirmities as signs of divine punishment, and a few even though Jesus 
was wrong to help afflicted people. When Jesus is criticized for healing a man born blind, the question arises 
as to whether such attitudes are not themselves a form of blindness, thereby showing that the heart is far 
from God. 
 
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
As [Jesus] walked along, He saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. 4We must work the works of Him Who sent Me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When 
He had said this, He spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those 
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
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to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They 
said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
He does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about Him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, 
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 
speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 
out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They 
said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” 27He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become His disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are His 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. 
31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but He does listen to one who worships 
Him and obeys His will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, He could do 
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when He found him, He said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is He, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in Him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and the one speaking with you is 
He.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this 
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near Him heard this and said to Him, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verse 4: 
Give us eyes to see You clearly; make us children of Your light. 
Give us hearts to live more nearly as Your gospel shining bright,  
as Your gospel shining bright. 
 
Copyright Notice 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  Music: THOMAS, Marty Haugen  Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718771 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the 
 Holy Spirit, 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living 
 and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

 
  . 
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 PRAYER  
   

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
Let us turn our hearts to God, Who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love. 
 
Anoint Your church, O God, so that our eyes may be opened to see You in new ways, and 
our lives may radiate with Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Restore the green pastures and still waters of this earth and lead us to be responsible 
stewards of all that You have created. Lord, in Your mercy,  
 
Raise up leaders throughout the world whose works are right and true, that they may seek 
the well-being of the poor and give them insight and courage to end the darkness of 
injustice until all people live in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Send Your goodness and mercy to all those in the shadows of fear and grief, and to all who 
are ill (especially…), that they may be comforted by the light and abundant life of Your Son. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Be present with us and open our eyes so that we look, not on outward appearance, but 
upon one another’s hearts. Help us to reflect the light of Christ as we witness in word and 
deed. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
You have prepared a table for all who believe in You. We give You thanks for all our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who now dwell in Your house forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 
Merciful and gracious God, hear our prayers, restore us to the joy of Your salvation, and 
uphold us with Your Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
C. Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 SENDING  
BLESSING  
P. As you die and rise with Christ in baptism, may you also live and serve like Christ.  The 

blessing of Almighty God, the Father,  the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you now and forever.      

C. Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN               

 
 
DISMISSAL   
P. Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;  

 be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;  

 render to no one evil for evil;  

 strengthen the fainthearted;  

 support the weak; help the afflicted;  

 honor all people;  

 and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit,  

 go to love and serve the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
  

 



 9 

Acknowledgements 
From Sundays and Seasons © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Hymns reprinted using OneLicense #A-718771 
Permission has been granted for churches to use liturgical and musical material without licensing during this time 
of pandemic. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, Bethel and 
Hemnes continue to have recurring expenses. Please remember to give financially to 
support the ministry of our congregations. For Bethel, you may mail your offering to the 
church office or give online at http://bit.ly/givebethel 
 
 
We remember in prayer: 
All who are suffering from COVID-19: those who are ill, those who are grieving, those who 
are displaced, those who are lonely, those who are frightened, and those who are weary.  
 
The medical professionals, and all others, who are working to help the sick or search for a 
cure. 
 
Our brothers and sisters around the world who are suffering persecution and martyrdom. 
 
And our church family and friends: 
Bea Heise Merv Anderson Emily Morton Dick Anderson Angie Denelsbeck Anderson 
Shirley Gabbert Lynette Christie 
 

Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God  Presiding: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Organist:  Lou Knutson Reader:     Camera/web tech: Josh Sumption 
 
 
How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658 Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000; Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 
Bethel email: bethel@bethellutheran.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
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