
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

13 December 2020  
 
The ancient name for this day is Gaudete, or “Rejoice 
Sunday.” Every year,  the second reading encourages us to 
rejoice in one way or another. Isaiah and the psalmist 
make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter 
and shouts of joy. In the midst of our preparations and 
longings we rejoice that the faithful One Who brings good 
news to the oppressed and brokenhearted is already in our 
midst, helping us hold fast to what is good. With John the 
Baptist we point the way to the coming light that brings 
great joy to all the world. 

           Today the Church remembers St. Lucy, martyr, 304.  
 

 GATHERING  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
P. In the name of the Father,  the Son and the Holy Spirit.   
C. Amen. 
 
P. As people called out of darkness, let us confess our sins and seek mercy from the God 

of justice and righteousness. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. God of steadfastness and love 
C. we confess that we love the works of darkness more than Your light. We have 

sought to satisfy our deepest longings through material things of creation rather 
than through You, our Creator. We are quick to judge others, yet we fail to see 
our own shortcomings. We ignore the cries of the poor and grow weary of 
working for justice. Restore us, O God; let Your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved. Amen. 

P. With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us, Christ, the dawn from on 
high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of 
peace. In the name of Jesus Christ and by His authority, I declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins. Almighty God keep you in the grace of Christ Jesus, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit  fill you with joy and hope. 

C. Amen. 
 



2 
 

GREETING   
P. From the One Who was, and Who is, and Who is to come. Grace and peace be with 

you all.       
C. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE    
P. O Lord, have mercy and come to us.   
C. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
P. O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You 

close and no one can open.  
C. Come and rescue the prisoners who are in the shadow of death.  
 
P. O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting,  
C. Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness.  
 
P. O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all people, 
C. Come and save us all, whom You formed out of clay.  
 
P. O Emmanuel, our King and our Lawgiver, the anointed of the nations and their Savior.  
C. Come and save us, O Lord our God.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                   O Come, O Come Emmanuel.   
Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Your advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. You once called John the Baptist to give witness 

to Your Son and to prepare His way. Open our ears to the words of Your prophets, that, 
anointed by Your Spirit, we may testify to Your light; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen 
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING. Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and 
oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet speaks the word of the 
Lord announcing the good news of deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who 
mourn. 
 
The spirit of the LORD GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me; 
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he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
 to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion —  
 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, to display His glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. 
8 For I the LORD love justice, 
 I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
 and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
 that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
 my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the LORD GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to spring up before all the nations. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 126 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
then were we like those who dream. 

2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
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 Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us, 
and we are glad indeed. 

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
 like the watercourses of the Negev.    
5Those who sowed with tears 
will reap with songs of joy. 

6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.   
 
SECOND READING. 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians – believed to be the earliest of his letters – by encouraging 
them to live lives of continual joy, prayer and thanksgiving. His closing blessing is grounded in the hope of 
Christ’s coming. 
 
Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise the words 
of prophets, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of 
evil. 
 23 May the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one 
who calls you is faithful, and He will do this.  
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: St. John 1:6–8, 19–28 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, 
one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 
 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through Him. 8 He Himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask Him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did 
not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked Him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then 
they said to Him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
 as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked Him, “Why then are you 
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baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of His sandal.” 28 This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.    
C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry 
 

  

  

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of power and might, shine Your radiance and come quickly to our weary world. Hear 
our prayers for joy, healing, and comfort for all God’s people. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of those who proclaim, strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church 
musicians, lay leaders. Protect Christians who are persecuted for the faith and empower 
the baptized with Your faithful Spirit. Embed Your word in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of creation, extend Your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. 
Strengthen and provide for all who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. 
Teach us to dwell on the earth in such a way that all people may thrive. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



7 
 

God of all peoples and nations, plant in the leaders of every nation a love of justice and a 
commitment to serve the common good. Calm the tensions in the Middle East, and bring 
peace where civil conflicts rage, we pray especially for Ethiopia. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of exiles and wanderers, we pray for people who have been displaced from their 
homes by fire, flood, earthquake, storms, or conflict. Provide housing for those whose 
dwelling have been destroyed and protect refugees and other displaces people. Support 
the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief 
organizations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the powerful and the helpless, You clothe us with strength when our spirits are 
weak and weary. We pray for all who are suffering: those who are grieving, those who are 
struggling with coronavirus, exhausted medical workers in all areas, and those who are ill 
in mind, body or spirit, especially Merv, Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, Bill and Karen 
Pohlen, Bill Ningen, Gail, Tom, Carol, Dick and Jim. We give thanks for the development 
and manufacture of the vaccines and pray that they be distributed fairly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of sinners and saints, You offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for 
the beloved, imperfect people who lives testified to Your radiant love, especially Lucy, 
martyr of the Church. Keep us at one with all Your saints and at then end bring us, with 
them, into the joy of Your glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We raise our prayers to You, O God, in the name of the One Who is, Who was, and Who 
is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P. Let us pray.  Lord God, 
C. accept the offerings we bring this day, the work of our hands, the gifts of our 

labor, our lives to serve You. Gladden our hearts as we watch for Your coming and 
help us to share that joy with all the world. Amen. 

 
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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 MEAL  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    
P. The Lord be with you.     C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.  C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P. Holy God … the Word made flesh. 
C. Amen. 
P. In the night …  in righteousness and peace. 
C. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P. Send Your Spirit on us … one God, now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
P. This is the body of the One Who was foretold by the prophets.  

This is the blood of Him Who will return for you at the end of time.  
C. Come to us now, O Lord, in the breaking of bread. Amen 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
P. The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER.  
P. Let us pray. Lord Jesus, we thank You for coming to us through the sacrament of this 

holy supper. May Your presence in our lives give us patience and peace in this holy 
season, and make us eager for Your return when You will bring all the faithful into Your 
heavenly kingdom; where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C. Amen  
 

 SENDING  
 
BENEDICTION 
P.  In all your Advent preparations, remain watchful with your eyes on Christ, Whose 

birth in a manger is but a promise of His coming again in glory. And may the blessing of 

God, Father,  Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.  

C. Amen  
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CLOSING HYMN       Prepare the Royal Highway    
 

  

  

  

 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
P. The coming of the Lord is near. Come, Lord, and do not tarry.  
C. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
 
 
The Kyrie written by The Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel 
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Those who Serve. 
 
Ministers.  All the People of God  Presiding. Pastor Munter 
Organist.  Terry Dybsetter   Reader. Linda Bruns 
Camera: Josh Sumption    Projection: James Kamrath 
 
How to reach us. 
 
Church Office. 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House. 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell. 507-828-1000(call or text)  
Pastor’s email. pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email. bethellutheran@frontier.com 
Bethel web page. www.bethelofporter.com 
 
Announcements. 
 

December 6, 2020 
            General: $3,494.38 ($799.50 received through eGiving) 
                        Includes: $791.63 from Hemnes Lutheran Church. 
            Savings: $365.00 
                        Includes: $345.00 in memory of Mavis Anderson. $20.00 for Organ. 
 
Corrected from last week 
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Merv Anderson, Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Lynette Christie, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Gail Sumption, Tom Gawerecki, Carol Moon,  
Dick Anderson, Jim Moeller 
 
 

 
Blue Christmas Service 
 
We will have a Blue Christmas Service at Bethel on  
Sunday, December 20th at 6:00 p.m.  This service if for 
everyone who is struggling or feeling down this holiday season.  
Or who would like to spend some time in prayer and scripture  
and quiet in the midst of Christmas preparations during this 
extraordinary year. Please join us in person or online. 
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