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In today’s gospel, Jesus directs our attention to the font of baptism. By water and the word, the Holy 
Spirit gives us new birth. Freely, out of love, we are made sons and daughters of God, brothers and 
sisters of the Lord Jesus, messengers of the Holy Spirit. From the waters of baptism we rise as a 
people blessed by God. We are sent forth into the world, not to condemn but to offer mercy. 

 
GATHERING 

 
OPENING HYMN       

 
 

Verse 4: 
In our call to be a blessing, may we be a blessing true; 
may we live and die confessing Christ as Lord of all we do,  
Christ as Lord of all we do. 
 
Copyright Notice 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  Music: THOMAS, Marty Haugen  Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P. Trusting in God, Who brings us out of death into life, we gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen.  
P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God Who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
P. Gracious God,  
C. I confess that I am held captive by sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned against You 

in thought, word and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I have 
not loved You with my whole heart, I have not loved my neighbor as myself. I pray for 
forgiveness I cannot earn and renewal I do not merit, given only through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P. Almighty God looks upon you with mercy, and through Baptism has joined you to the 
saving death of Jesus Christ so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, you too might walk in newness of life. I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.   

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING  
P. The endless grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the rich mercy of God and the unity of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
THE KYRIE        page 78 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism You bring us to new birth to live as 

Your children. Strengthen our faith in Your promises, that by Your Spirit we may lift up 
Your life to all the world through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C. Amen 
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 
Genesis 1-11, often called the “primeval history,” provides the background for today’s reading. God’s call of 
Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose – that through them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As 
they set out on their journey they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 
 
The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
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your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one 
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 121         page 279 
It is the LORD Who watches over you. 
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
In the person and example of Abraham, we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a 
reward from God but entails trusting His promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and 
Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God Who gives life to the dead. 
 
What are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 
5But to one who without works trusts Him Who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; 
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 
father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in Whom he believed, Who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (All together)    

 
 
  
 

The Son of Man must be | lifted up,* 
 That whoever believes in him may have e- | ternal life.     
             (John 3:14-15) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. John 3:1-17 
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life 
in the Sprit and the kingdom of God. 
 
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night 
and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher Who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that You do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11”Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one Who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in 
Him may have eternal life. 
 16”For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17”Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through Him.” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             God Loved the World   
1 God loved the world so that He gave His only Son, the lost to save, 

That all who would in him believe Should everlasting life receive. 
 
2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All who confide in Christ alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
 
3 If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer; 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done, 

And justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED       page 85 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY Create in me…       page 96 
 
  



 5 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
P. God our provider,  
C. You have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and 

these Your gifts, which we receive from Your bounty. Strengthen us to use Your gifts 
wisely, that we may be a blessing to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. . 

 
 MEAL   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         page 88 
 
THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)         page 89  
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P. Blessed are you … pouring out His life for the world.   
C. Amen. 
P. In the night in … the Lord’s death until He comes.  
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P. Gracious God … in your Church, both now and forever.   
C. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER        page 91 
 
AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)        page 92 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN       #296 (grn) 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING        page 92 
 
POST-COMMUNION SONG     On My Heart Imprint Your Image   
On my heart imprint your image, Blessed Jesus, King of Grace, 
That life’s troubles nor its pleasures, Ever may Your work erase;  
Let the clear inscription be; Jesus crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, All my glory and salvation!  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
P. Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew in us the gift of 

baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 

 SENDING  
BLESSING  
P. As you die and rise with Christ in baptism, may you also live and serve like Christ.  The 

blessing of Almighty God, the Father,  the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you now and forever.        

C. Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN             Baptized in Water    
1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King;  

heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God's praise we sing.  
 
2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ, our King;  

one with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God's praise we sing.  
 
3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ, our King;  

born of one Father, we are God's children, joyfully now God's praise we sing 
 
Words: Michael Saward, b 1932. © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-718771 
 
DISMISSAL  
P. Go forth into the world . . and serve the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God   
Presiding: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Organist:  Lou Knutson  
Reader:  Brenda Knutson 
Acolytes:  Lacey DeVos and Haley Noyes 
 
 
How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658 Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000; Email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@bethellutheran.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
  
 
LAST WEEK   February 26th             Attendance 64 
    March 1         Attendance 42 
 

Wednesday night’s menu 

Pizza 
   
THIS WEEK  (March 8th – March 14th ) 
 
Sun  10:00 am    Bethel Worship Service 
   11:30 am – 3:00  Confirmation 
Wed  5:00 pm    Hemnes Worship 
   6:00 pm    Lenten Supper 
   7:00 pm     Bethel Worship 
 
NEXT WEEK  (March 15th – March 21st ) 
 
Sun  8:30 am    Hemnes Worship 
   9:00 am    Sunday School 
   10:00 am    Bethel Worship Service 
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   1:00 pm – 4:00  1st Communion 
Mon  7:30 pm     Boards and Council 
Wed  5:00 pm    Hemnes Worship 
   6:00 pm    Lenten Supper 
   7:00 pm     Bethel Worship 
 
 

 
Bea Heise   Merv Anderson   
Emily Morton  Dick Anderson  
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson  
Shirley Gabbert  Lynette Christie 

 

 

 

 

Focus on the CANS not the CAN’TS 

The March Food Drive Campaign  
  

We at Bethel want to encourage everyone to pray for those suffering from hunger and 

contribute to help relieve hunger in our community this month.   
  

Each week Bethel will emphasize special food shelf needs. 
  

March 1st    

Breakfast Items 
  

March 8th    

pasta and sauces  
  

March 15th    

Healthy snacks, canned fruits, and vegetables  
  

March 22nd  

Proteins- canned tuna, beans and meat 
  

March 29th   

Personal Care or paper products & 

Cash offering during worship for Canby food shelf 

 

All donations remain in Yellow Medicine County and all cash donations are matched by Minnesota 

Food Share.  


