
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
28 February 2021 

 
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with 
Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, 
with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise 
comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God Who brings life into 
being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of 
resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of 
the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ 
 
 

  GATHERING  
  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P. Trusting in God, Who brings us out of death into life, we gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen. 
 
P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God Who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Gracious God,  
C. I confess that I am held captive by sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned against 

You in thought, word and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I 
have not loved You with my whole heart, I have not loved my neighbor as myself. I 
pray for forgiveness I cannot earn and renewal I do not merit, given only through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
P. Almighty God looks upon you with mercy, and through Baptism has joined you to the 

saving death of Jesus Christ so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, you too might walk in newness of life. I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.      

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING  
P. The endless grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the rich mercy of God and the unity of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE 
 
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
 
P. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
 
P. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
 
P. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C. Lord, have mercy. 
 
P. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P. O God, by the passion of Your blessed Son You made an instrument of shameful death to be 

for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 
shame and loss for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C. Amen 
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. The relationship between God and 
Abraham’s descendants is as sure as the relationship between God and the seasons and times of the year. The 
name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. 2And I will make My covenant between Me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 
to him, 4 “As for Me, this is My covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish My covenant between 
Me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
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 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 
be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 22:22–30     
Praise the LORD, you that fear Him; 
stand in awe of Him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
 23For He does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
 neither does He hide His face from them; 
 but when they cry to Him He hears them. 
24My praise is of Him in the great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship Him. 
 25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
 and those who seek the LORD shall praise Him: 
 “May your heart live forever!”    
26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 
and all the families of the nations bow before Him. 
 27For kingship belongs to the LORD; 
 He rules over the nations. 
28To Him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust fall before Him. 
 29My soul shall live for Him; my descendants shall serve Him; 
 they shall be known as the LORD’s forever. 
30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn 
the saving deeds that He has done.  
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 4:13–25 
Paul is trying to persuade the Roman Christians that people are made right with God through faith rather than 
by works of the law. Abraham became the ancestor of God’s chosen people not by keeping the law but by trusting 
God to keep His promises. 
 
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 
father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous 
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shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,  21being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what He had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 
24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in Him Who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead, 25Who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Mark 8:31–38 
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to come. 
Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.. 
 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 33But 
turning and looking at His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become My 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for My sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of Me and of 
My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.   
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                         Our Father, We  Have Wandered        
 

  

  

  

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
On the third day He rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.          
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 

 PRAYER  
 
OFFERING  
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     
 
P Holy God, 
C You provide us with every gift of creation, and You quench our thirst with living 

water. Receive our offerings and make our lives bread for the hungry and streams in 
the wilderness, signs of the abundance of Your grace in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Lord God, Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they 
may follow You wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in Your promises; give hope and 
courage to those who suffer for the sake of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
All the ends of the earth worship You. Shelter the animals and save their habitats from wild and 
uncontrolled weather. Guide us as we join You in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O 
God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
You are constant in this changing world. Give wisdom to the leaders of the nations. Turn 
enemies into friends. Lead us away from hatred, fear, and misunderstanding. Show our hearts 
the way to peace and fill us with compassion. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
  



 7 

In Jesus You joined humanity in suffering and death. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, 
and spirit, we pray especially for the people of Texas and the surrounding region. Restore all 
who are sick or grieving. We pray especially for Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Bill and Karen Pohlen, 
Bill Ningen, Carol, Sylvia and Jim and Norma. We pray also for those struggling with the virus 
and for all those grieving the death of a loved one. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless all families, clans, 
tribes and nations. Keep children safe, sustain expectant parents and those facing infertility, 
and protect women in childbirth. Accompany the lonely and those without families. Hear us, O 
God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us in the faith and the goodness 
You have shown all generations before us. Bring all the faithful to the fullness of their 
inheritance in Christ and into the joy of eternal life with You. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father Who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 SENDING  
 
BLESSING  
P. As you die and rise with Christ in baptism, may you also live and serve like Christ.  The 

blessing of Almighty God, the Father,  the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you now and forever.     

C. Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN             O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

  

 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
 
P. Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 

which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, love and 
serve the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God Presiding: Pastor Munter 
Organist:  Lou Knutson   Reader:  
Camera: Josh Sumption   Projection: James Kamrath/Kendon Knutson 
Sound Room: Ken Jeremiason and Jerome Bruns 
 
 
 
How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
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Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Carol Moon, Sylvia & Jim Pridal 
Brad Danielson, Norma Dovre 
 
 

 

Wednesday night Lenten Worship 
Broadcast live on Facebook at 7:00 pm 

No in-person worship 
 
This year the Lenten worship will be online only based on today’s Old Testament reading, 
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16, with additional reflections on the Second Reading,  Romans 4:13–25.   
We will be talking about the promises God made to Abraham and Sarah, and what they mean 
for us.   

Tune in and join in. 

 
February 21, 2021 
            General: $2,216.50 ($429.50 received through eGiving) 
                        Includes: $640.00 Ash Wednesday Offering. 
            Savings: $20.00 for Organ. 
 
Beef Commercial Dinner 
Bethany-Elim Lutheran of Ivanhoe is hosting a Drive-Through…Take-Out only Beef 
Commercial Dinner on Sunday, March 14th, 10:30 am – 1:00 pm, free will donation.  
 
Planning ahead:   
 
We will be supporting the Canby Food Shelf during the month of March.  The Prairie Five –
Yellow Medicine County goal is $10,000 in addition to food donations.  Please keep the food 
needs of others in our community in your prayers.  We will have a special cash donation at 
Bethel on March 28 and continued food donations and household supplies the entire month. 
Thanks for helping your neighbors. 
 
Acknowledgements 
From Sundays and Seasons © 2019 and © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
“Our Father, We Have Wandered” Text © 1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. 
“Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways” Text and Music in the common domain.  
Hymns reprinted using OneLicense #A-718771 
Permission has been granted for churches to use liturgical and musical material without licensing during this time of pandemic. 
Prayers of Intercession: Sundays and Seasons, lightly edited by Pastor Munter.  
 


