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Reformation 

Sunday 

October 28th  

Worship with 

Holy Com-

munion at 

10:00 am 
 

On Reformation we celebrate the heart of 

our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good 

news—that makes us free!  We pray that 

the Holy Spirit would continue to unite 

the church today in its proclamation and 

witness to the world.  In the waters of bap-

tism we are made one body; we pray for 

the day that all Christians will also be one 

at the Lord’s table. 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 126 

2429 County Hwy 16 

Porter, MN 56280 
 

Telephone: (507) 296-4658 

 

Office Hours at the Church: 

1st, 2nd & 4th Tues—9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

3rd Wed—9:30a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

E-mail address: bethellutheran@frontier.com 

Website: bethelofporter.com 

 

Pastor  Rev. Ellen Munter 

  296-4558 (home) 507-828-1000 (cell) 

  Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 

 

Your Church Officers 

President Lance Moeller 296-4634 

Vice President      Mike Knutson 507-829-2767  

Treasurer Virginia Thomsen 223-7918 

Financial Sec. Josh Sumption 296-4497 

Secretary Sue Alley 507-530-1628 

 

Deacons 

Anna Kamrath, Chair         507-530-5558 

Martha Melrose 296-4515 

Craig Petersen 296-4483 

Terry Dybsetter                             296-4401 

Sara Wollum  223-5844 

 

Trustees 

Jerome Bruns, Chair    296-4645 

Tom Gawerecki 224-2267 

Roger Longhenry 296-4422 

Bob Merritt Jr         296-4436  

Curt Blumeyer 223-7339 

 

 

Board of Education 

Tracy Wente, Chair 296-4623 

Anna Noyes  296-4477  

Carmon Mamer                223-7751 

Darcy Bruns  223-7395 

Megan Syltie  507-829-9931 

 

Custodian 

Lou Knutson  296-4489 

 

 

If you have any corrections or additions,  

please contact the church office at 296-4658, or  

email: bethellutheran@frontier.com. If your name 

does not appear in the month of your birthday, it 

means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks! 

 

October Birthdays 

 

1st  Gloria Fredricks 

2nd Nick Wollum, Martin Syltie 

4th  Lindsey Syltie 

6th  Nancy Syltie, Angela Heideman 

7th  Janelle Meier 

9th  Kristen Petersen 

10th Jessica Horner 

11th Mason Merritt 

19th Ashley Mamer, Marlys Petersen 

20th Clayton Lalim, Brian Mamer 

21st Conner Sik 

26th Ken Jeremiason, Hadley Noyes 

28th Leonard Stone, Hattie VanDerostyne 

29th Penny Anderson, Katie Munter 

30thRoger Longhenry 
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Quick! How many of you own a copy of Luther’s Large Catechism? If I could see 
you, I would suspect that not many hands went up. I might have gotten a better 
result if I had asked about the Small Catechism. And of those of you who have a 
Large Catechism, how many of you are parents? Because you’re the ones that real-
ly should have a copy. After all, Luther wrote the Large Catechism for parents so 
that they could have the background and knowledge to teach the Small Cate-
chism to their children. Maybe we should think about putting a copy in the Faith 
Chests we give out at Baptism. After all, at baptism, parents promise to teach 
their children the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments – all cov-

ered in great detail in Luther’s book. 
  We’re doing catechism this year in confirmation, and the same question comes up every year: “Why do we 
have to know this?” The question is especially pointed when the students begin to grasp the truth that they 
are saved by the grace of God and not by what they do or know. Confirmation students aren’t the only ones 
who ask the question, of course. Studying the details of the faith – getting into the theology and doctrine – has 
pretty much been left to the “professionals”: pastors, professors and theologians (whoever they are). And 
that’s really too bad. There’s a lot to be said for understanding what it is you profess to believe. And, for me at 
least, digging into the theology has lead me to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the grace and love 
of God. It’s not that you can’t love God and be a true follower of Christ without knowing what Luther meant 
when he talked of the “bondage of the will,” of course you can! But moving from a basic understanding of 
“salvation by grace” – important as that is – to a more deeper grasp of what that really means and why it re-
mains so important can trigger a corresponding growth in faith.  
  Notice I said, “can.” Sometimes, people get so bogged down in theology and doctrine they forget Who they 
are supposed to be learning about. They forget that first and foremost what God wants from us is a relation-
ship. One that includes the heart as well as the head. Like so many things, it is a question of balance. Very few 
people fall in love with the Lord because they have read theology. But many, many people fall away from the 
faith into groups that look Christian but aren’t because they don’t have a deep enough understanding of the 
faith they have been given. That’s part of the reason I’m so passionate about all this. I don’t want anyone to be 
duped. It’s not that I worry about whether or not y’all believe in Jesus. I worry about groups that say they do 
as well, but who preach and teach things that are contrary not only to what Luther taught, but contrary to the 
whole of Christian teaching. Besides that, it’s fun! Really. I want everyone to experience the wonder and the 
fun of really digging into the faith and learning something new about God. 
  If you’re interested in exploring the Lutheran faith in particular or the Christian faith in general a little 
more, there are many books that might help. We had a book fair last fall to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation, and I’m wondering if those of you who participated have read the books and what you think. 
If you didn’t get a chance to buy a book, every one of them is in our library! We got to keep the “store” copy of 
each book and you can check them out. 
  Part of our Lutheran heritage is an emphasis on Christian education. Luther insisted that every Christian 
should read and interpret the Bible for themselves, that every parent should teach their children the faith, that 
we are all proclaimers of the Gospel no matter where we are actually employed. All of which requires at least 
some time spent in study, in reading and reflecting first and foremost on the Scriptures, but also on theology 
and doctrine – what you might call the nuts and bolts of our faith. May God bless each of you as you continue 
to grow in faith, love and obedience to the Lord. 
 

In Christ,   

Pastor Munter 



 
 

The Church Council and Board reports for  
September 2018 

Trustees: 

The following discussion/decisions were made: 

  Discussed the tree on the old church lot.  It’s leaning and has no branches 

    Tom G. will cut it down. 

  Move and second $3,000 transfer to general fund. 

  Move and second to pay all  

  Virginia brought to the board the Portico Benefit Package 2019.  Move and second to con-
tinue same package as 2018. 

Roger Longhenry , Bob Merritt, Curt Blumeyer, Tom Gawerecki and Jerome Bruns 

 

Deacons 

 

 Deacon of the Month: Terry Dybsetter 

 Food Shelf:  Ivanhoe 

 Communion Dates for Bethel will be October 7, 14, 28th  

 No Confirmation on October 31st. 

 The Deacons discussed visitation. 

  Members Present:    Terry, Anna, Sara, & Craig  

 

Board of Education: 

 

The Board of Education discussed Sunday School material.  We will be looking into what oth-
er materials are available.   

 

The BOA set the Sunday School calendar for 2018-2019 year are as follows: 

 No SS EM break     Oct 21st 

 Christmas Program    Dec 9th 

 No SS Holiday break  Dec 23, 30th, and April 21st.  

Submitted by Carmon Mamer 
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For several years I have read the Bible through 

twice in 12 months. It is a great and powerful 

tree, each word of which is a mighty branch. Each 

of these branches have I well shaken, so desirous 

was I to know what each one bore and what it 

would give me. And the shaking of them has never 

disappointed me.  

 

                       —Martin Luther  
 

 

Free 

Bethel has two upright pianos with benches to 
giveaway.  Please contact a council member if 

you are interested. 
 

Still Available 
 

 
Lutheran World Relief School kit project update! 
 

The School Kits are finished!  We finished this project with 
70 completed kits and some supplies to begin additional kits in the future.  
Thanks for all the contributions to this project.  Children somewhere in the world 
will now have the basic supplies to go to school thanks to you.   
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 Holiday Gift Giving—a new twist 

The average American plans to spend over $600 on Christmas gifts 

this year. Yet many of us admit that the tradition of gift-giving leaves 

us with too much stuff and too few meaningful memories. With 

ELCA Good Gifts, you can find more than 50 life-changing, charita-

ble gifts – such as a pair of goats, school fees or a water well – and give a gift the world truly needs. Each 

gift can be given in honor of a friend or loved one, and you can send or download a personalized card to let 

them know about it. Shop now: ELCA.org/goodgifts 

Things to do 

Grow Our Own Summit 

Southwest Initiative Foundation 

Thursday, November 8, 2018 
Southwest Minnesota State University - Recreation/Athletic Facility, Marshall MN  
Registration opens at 8 a.m.; Event time 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Lunch and refreshments provided. 
 

Too many southwest Minnesota kids aren't getting the best start to life. We're working to change that. 
Join the Southwest Initiative Foundation as we support our kids and the communities they call home. 
During the summit, you'll learn and be inspired to take action that will benefit youth, as well as your own 
business, organization, school, community or family. 
 

Event Speakers:  
Nisha Patel served as executive director of the US Partnership on Mobility from Poverty, guiding a task 
force in answering one big, bold, exciting question: What would it take to dramatically increase mobility 
from poverty? She is now managing director of narrative change and national initiatives at Robin Hood, 
New York's largest poverty-fighting organization. 
 

Ray Boshara is a senior adviser and the director of the Center for Household Financial Stability at the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of St. Louis. The center conducts research on family balance sheets and how they 
matter for strengthening families and the economy. He is also a senior fellow in the Financial Security 
Program at the Aspen Institute. 
 

This event is open to the public. Groups of people representing all areas of your community are encour-
aged to attend together! 

New ideas and conversations for today:   

Log into boldcafe.org  

for interesting podcasts and articles.  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fgoodgifts&srcid=174694&srctid=1&erid=38725311&trid=4e40be70-b2c5-472b-9a11-498fba28d5d6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ju2iDTXBicRf3apBhdrNc5161z5W01Oop2QDBI6VVPHd5AmGMCFgXwDUrdZ-Siaxa7CV5Qt-PIyfGdFYPAXxt3ZDTMhTkGUsNu8Qko_c7U1UP07euw84RE3NGhpzXCfjQMYRelOAWrCkIpLDVJ3Y6xEKE3h7QUi1sHERpZWq9jQhW_J2M0vuLQ==&c=hsMgcK-Ilfhu6AadIGJkrqF7M3TQP7T142JfhDPzy
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 Consider encouraging your family of all ages to give something 
to others—something that comes from YOU!  Ideas here below! 



Miscellaneous Revenues 

The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special 
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Of-
ferings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s 
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church 
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget 
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not 
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These 
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not 
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses. 

  

The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget, or 
if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total. 

If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted 
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment 
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in 
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report.   

**Please note:  at the time of this writing there is one Sunday offering remaining 
in September. 
 

 

Monthly Financial Update 
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule 
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Altar Workers for Sundays in October  

Tracy Wente 

Virginia Thomsen 

Altar Workers for Sundays in November   

Darcy Bruns 

Bonnie Merritt 

Group #3 

 
  Sara and Nick Wollum  223-5844 
  Sandy and John Appelen  605-272-7571  Or  223-7571 
  Christy Hulzebos   223-7913 
  Denise and Greg Crowser  223-5734 
  Marlys and Kevin Petersen  296-4564 
  Darlene and Jim Moeller  296-4472 
  Pat and Craig Petersen  296-4483 
  Martha and Jim Melrose  320-333-2870 
  Shawn Jackson   296-4699 
  Karen and Mike Evjen  296-4474 
  Nancy and Mark Syltie  296-4404 
  Jessica Dybsetter   296-4448 
  Lawrence and Nicole Petersen 507-829-0555 
  Art Berghorst    507-829-9559 

Luther on the Power  

of the Word of God 
 

Luther recognized that God 
alone could advance His 
cause. For this reason, Luther 

once quipped that he had done nothing at all to 
make the Reformation succeed. 

"I simply taught, preached, and wrote God's 
Word; otherwise I did nothing," Luther said. 
"And then, while I slept, or drank Wittenberg 
beer with my Philip [Melanchthon] and my 
[Nicolaus von] Amsdorf, the Word so greatly 
weakened the papacy that never a prince or 
emperor did such damage to it. I did nothing. 
The Word did it all." 



Worship Schedule 

Hemnes:  

8:30 am Sunday  Worship  
 

Bethel: 

9:00 am Sunday School  

10:00 am Sunday Worship 

11:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

Communion Worship: 

Bethel– October 7, 14, & 28  

Hemnes – October 21 & 28 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 

9:30 am—12:00 pm  Tuesdays 
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Coming Events 
 

October 4      2:00 pm    Hendricks Worship 

October 6              Hope DeVos Shower 

October 15     10:15am   Spiritual Reflection 

             7:30 pm   Council/Boards 

October 16             Prairie Conference 

October 21             No Sunday School 

October 25      2:30pm   Minneota Worship 

October 28             Reformation Sunday 

October 31             No Confirmation 

October 7 
Pentecost 20 

  
Genesis 2:18-24 

Psalm 8 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

October 14 
Pentecost 21  

  
Amos 5:6-7; 10-15 

Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 

October 21 
Pentecost 22 

  
Isaiah 53:4-12 

Psalm 91:9-16 

Hebrews 5:1-10 

Mark 10:35-45 

October 28 
Reformation 

  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 46 

Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 

 “The more we pray, the more 

we come to the heartbeat of 

God.”  

—Richard J. Foster  
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Kids Page 
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