
Noah Texts 
 
Genesis 6:1-8 

When people began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters were born to them, 
2the sons of God saw that they were fair; and they took wives for themselves of all that they 

chose. 3Then the Lord said, ‘My spirit shall not abide in mortals for ever, for they are flesh; 

their days shall be one hundred and twenty years.’ 4The Nephilim were on the earth in those 

days—and also afterwards—when the sons of God went in to the daughters of humans, who 

bore children to them. These were the heroes that were of old, warriors of renown. 
5The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 6And the Lord was sorry 

that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7So the Lord said, 

‘I will blot out from the earth the human beings I have created—people together with animals 

and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.’ 8But Noah 

found favor in the sight of the Lord. 

 

Genesis 8:21-22 
21 And when the LORD smelled the pleasing odor, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never 

again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human heart is evil 

from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done. 
22 As long as the earth endures, 

    seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, 

    shall not cease.” 
 
Isaiah 54:9-10 

This is like the days of Noah to Me: 

    Just as I swore that the waters of Noah 

    would never again go over the earth, 

so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you 

    and will not rebuke you. 
10 For the mountains may depart 

    and the hills be removed, 

but My steadfast love shall not depart from you, 

    and My covenant of peace shall not be removed, 

    says the LORD, Who has compassion on you. 
 
Exodus 2:24 

God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. 
 
Exodus 6:5 

I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are holding as slaves, and 

I have remembered My covenant. 
 
Genesis 8:1 

But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and all the domestic animals that were 

with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided; 



1 Peter 3:18a, 20b-21 
18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 

bring you to God. 20 … God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the 

ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which 

this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Flood story is a chiasm – with mini chiasms in places 
 
A: Noah and his sons (Gen 6:10)  

B: All life on earth (6:13:a)  

C: Curse on earth (6:13:b)  

D: Flood announced (6:7)  

E: Ark (6:14-16)  

F: All living creatures (6:17–20 )  

G: Food (6:21)  

H: Animals in man's hands (7:2–3)  

I: Entering the Ark (7:13–16) Mini chiasm here AB B’A’ 

J: Waters increase (7:17–20) Possible mini chiasm AB B’A’ 

X: God remembers Noah (8:1) 

J': Waters decrease (8:13–14) 

I': Exiting the Ark (8:15–19) 

H': Animals (9:2,3) 

G': Food (9:3,4) 

F': All living creatures (9:10a) 

E': Ark (9:10b) 

D': No flood in future (9:11) 

C': Blessing on earth (9:12–17) – Mini chiasm here AB C B’A’ 

B': All life on earth (9:16) 

A': Noah and his sons (9:18,19a)  
 
Within this overall structure, there is a numerical mini-chiasm of 7s, 40s, and 150s: 
 
Chiasm of the numbers 7, 40, and 150 
 
α: Seven days waiting to enter Ark (7:4)  

β: Second mention of seven days waiting (7:10)  

γ: 40 days (7:17)  

δ: 150 days (7:24)  

χ: God remembers Noah (8:1) 

δ': 150 days (8:3) 

γ': 40 days (8:6) 

β': Seven days waiting for dove (8:10) 

α': Second seven days waiting for dove (8:12)  

 

(The strange letters here α,     are Greek letters: a, b, g, d, c) 


