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Today’s gospel reading reminds us that life in Christ, rather than 
simply comforting us or excusing us from the pain of this world, 
strengthens us to face what we fear most: suffering and death. Jesus 
does not turn from pain and loss; indeed, He offers strength and hope to 
His people.  God’s adoption of us in the waters of baptism and our 
communion in Christ’s body and blood—signs of healing and 
community—strengthen us to offer ourselves as servants to a weary 

and frightened world 
 

 GATHERING  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.         
C. Amen.  
P. Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another.  
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  
P. Loving God,  
C. we confess that we have not loved You with our whole hearts; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  We have failed to worship You with our whole being 
and to share the abundance of grace You give us.  We have acted out of selfish 
ambition rather than the interests of others; we have nursed grudges rather than 
seeking reconciliation and peace.  Forgive us and renew in us the mind of Christ 
Jesus, that we may live according to Your will. Amen. 

P. Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 
mercy of Almighty God, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; and for His 
sake, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, 
and the  Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:1a, 5b, 8b)       

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. O God, we thank You for Your Son Who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by His example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 
strength to follow His commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C.  Amen.  
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Today’s reading is the second of six personal laments in the book of Jeremiah. Here the prophet complains 
that his faithful preaching of the word of God has brought only angry violence from his hearers. Even 
though God does not promise that the prophet’s  task will be easy or painless, Jeremiah is strengthened by 
the simple words, “I am with you.”  
O LORD, You know; 
 remember me and visit me, 
 and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
In Your forbearance do not take me away; 
 know that on Your account I suffer insult. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
 and Your words became to me a joy 
 and the delight of my heart; 
for I am called by Your name, 
 O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
 nor did I rejoice; 
under the weight of Your hand I sat alone, 
 for You had filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, 
 my wound incurable, 
 refusing to be healed? 
Truly, You are to me like a deceitful brook, 
 like waters that fail. 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
If you turn back, I will take you back, 
 and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
 you shall serve as my mouth. 
It is they who will turn to you, 
 not you who will turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people 
 a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, 
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 but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you 
 to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 26:1-8 
Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 
 examine my heart and my mind. 
3For Your love is before my eyes; 
I have walked faithfully with You. 
 4I have not sat with the worthless, 
 nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 
 that I may go in procession round Your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
and recounting all Your wonderful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in which You dwell 
 and the place where Your glory abides. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationship with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to 
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live 
at peace with all people.   
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
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them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Matthew 16:21-28 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” (16:16) Jesus reveals the ultimate 
purpose of His ministry. These words prove hard to accept even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a 
“rock.” 
 
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord.  
From that time on [after Peter’s confession], Jesus began to show His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 
You.” 23But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block 
to Me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 24Then Jesus told His disciples, “If any want to become My followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow Me. 25For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for My sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 
their life? 
 27”For the Son of Man is to come with His angels in the glory of His Father, and then 
He will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.   C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  
 
1. Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example pure, 
 through a world that would deceive us and to sin our spirits lure. 
 Onward in His footsteps treading, trav’lers here, our home above, 
 full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Savior’s bidding. 
 Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide. 
 
2. Let us suffer here with Jesus, and with patience bear our cross. 
 Joy will follow all our sadness; where He is there is no loss. 
 Though today we sow no laughter, we shall reap celestial joy: 
 All discomforts that annoy shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
 Jesus, here I share Your woe; help me there Your joy to know. 
 
3. Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death, 
 He will free us from destruction, give to us immortal breath. 
 Let us mortify all passion that would lead us into sin;  
 and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heaven. 
 Jesus, here with You I die; there to live with You on high. 
 
4. Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead  
 that to live we may awaken. Jesus, You are now our head,  
 we are Your own living members; where You live, there we shall be  
 in Your presence constantly, living there with You forever.  
 Jesus, let me faithful be; life eternal grant to me. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,  
 our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the  
 Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen   
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 PRAYER  
 
OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER     
 
P. Gracious God,  
C. You open Your hand, filling our lives with all good things and renewing the face 

of the earth. We offer our gifts in thanksgiving for all that we have received from 
Your bounty. Accept them for the sake of Him who offered His life for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in 
the power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of faithfulness, You bid Your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of Your Church on 
divine things. Grant us trust in You, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and 
thereby discover joy in life through Him. Lord, in Your mercy 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
God of wonder, the earth is Yours and all that is in it. Heal Your creations and give us eyes 
to see the world as You do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in 
harmony with all creation. We pray for lands dealing with oppressive heat and for fields 
and pastures ravaged by storms and fires. Lord, in Your mercy 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
God of all nations, You call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, 
even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they 
advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their 
communities. We pray for the people of Belarus, Lebanon, and Yemen, for researchers 
seeking a vaccine, for racial justice within our nation and for our elected leaders. Lord, in 
Your mercy 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
God of salvation, You promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of Your 
presence and love. We pray especially for Jacob Blake and his family, for the victims and 
families of those who were shot in Wisconsin, for those whose homes have been lost to 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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fire and hurricane, for students deprived of effective education and the joy of being at 
school, and for all refugees and prisoners. Accompany those who are uncertain and 
anxious, raise the spirits of those who are despairing, and heal those facing the corona 
virus. We pray also for those in our own community: Merv, Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, 
Brenda, Bill, Karen, and the family and friends of Irene Gunglogson. Lord, in Your mercy 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
God of community, You call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in 
prayer. Make our congregations examples of Your love. Help us reach out to those in need, 
advocate for those who have no voice and work to overcome evil with god. Lord, in Your 
mercy 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
God of all grace, You give us everlasting life. In love we recall Your holy ones who now live 
in Your undying light, especially Irene Gunlogson. Keep us at one with them until we 
gather together around Your throne. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from Your love, we offer these prayers to 
You; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen.

 
 

 SENDING  
BLESSING   
P. Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. May you be rooted and grounded in His love. 

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.     
 C. Amen 
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SENDING HYMN                  Blest Be the Tie that Binds 
 

  

 
 
DISMISSAL  
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Those who Serve: 
Ministers: All the People of God   Presider: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Camera:  Josh Sumption     Musician:  Lou Knutson 
 
How to reach us: 
Church Office: 507-296-4658     Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558   
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Merv Anderson       Emily Morton  
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson     Shirlee Gabbert 
Lynette Christie  Brenda Knutson  Bill and Karen Pohlen 
The family and friends of Irene Gunlogson 
 
 

Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, Bethel and Hemnes continue to have recurring 
expenses. Please remember to give financially to support the ministry of our congregations. For Bethel, you may mail your 
offering to the church office or give online at http://bit.ly/givebethel 
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