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40 days of 

Hunger 
 

Bethel’s March Initiative 

for the Canby Food Shelf 

was successful with an of-

fering of $370.00  and 175 

pounds of shelf stable 

items. 

Great Job! 

 

Children’s Worship 
Coming May 6th 

10:00 am worship 
 

Our Sunday School will be  
leading the worship on May 6,  

in Pastor Ellen’s absence. 
Join our Sunday School as they 

celebrate their joy of God’s 
Love. 
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Bethel Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 126 

2429 County Hwy 16 

Porter, MN 56280 
 

Telephone: (507) 296-4658 

 

Office Hours at the Church: 

1st, 2nd & 4th Tues—9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

3rd Wed—9:30a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

E-mail address: bethellutheran@frontier.com 

Website: bethelofporter.com 

 

Pastor  Rev. Ellen Munter 

  296-4558 (home) 507-828-1000 (cell) 

  Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 

 

Your Church Officers 

President Lance Moeller 296-4634 

Vice President      Mike Knutson 507-829-2767  

Treasurer Virginia Thomsen 223-7918 

Financial Sec. Josh Sumption 296-4497 

Secretary Sue Alley 507-530-1628 

 

Deacons 

Anna Kamrath, Chair         507-530-5558 

Martha Melrose 296-4515 

Craig Petersen 296-4483 

Terry Dybsetter                             296-4401 

Sara Wollum  223-5844 

 

Trustees 

Jerome Bruns, Chair    296-4645 

Dawn Gawerecki 224-2267 

Roger Longhenry 296-4422 

Bob Merritt Jr         296-4436  

Shawn Jackson 296-4699 

 

Board of Education 

Tracy Wente, Chair 296-4623 

Anna Noyes  296-4477  

Carmon Mamer                223-7751 

Darcy Bruns  223-7395 

Megan Syltie  296-4660 

 

Custodian 

Lou Knutson  296-4489 

 

 

If you have any corrections or additions,  

please contact the church office at 296-4658, or  

email: bethellutheran@frontier.com. If your name 

does not appear in the month of your birthday, it 

means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks! 

 

 April Birthdays 

2nd  Thomas Stone 

5th   Kris Wilke 

8th   Justin Hurt 

9th   Denise Crowser 

10th  Steve Anderson, Trent Blumeyer,  

    Ann Petersen 

11th  Tyler Heideman, Ryan Heideman 

13th  Grace Drietz, Benjamin Drietz  

    Darcy Bruns 

15th  Christine Stone 

17th  Nancy Bakalakos 

18th  Erin Cornell , Tracy Wente 

19th  Karen Potz,  

22nd  Paul Bruns 

23rd  Beryl Kuester 

25th  Denise Anderson, Kyle Mamer 
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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! We have seen the risen 
Lord! Now scripture is clearer to us. Now we understand that Jesus 
really is the Messiah. Now what? What do we do with that 
knowledge? The readings for Easter this year give us the answer. 
Here is the witness of our faith – salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Here is our purpose as a church – to share the story of Jesus Christ 

with the world, and to make disciples. God’s plan for His Easter people is laid out in John 15: 
abide in and stay close to Christ; bear fruit by loving others as Christ loved you; testify, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, to the risen Lord. 

The plan for sharing good news begins with fearful disciples locked behind closed doors – not 
an auspicious beginning. But then Jesus appears with purpose and power saying, “As the Fa-
ther has sent Me, so I send you” and “Receive the Holy Spirit.” The task of proclaiming repent-
ance and forgiveness to all is given to all the disciples – all disciples of every time and place. Is 
given to us. Not only the task, but the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The Good Shepherd goes ahead of His sheep, calling us forward as shepherds who will also 
give our lives to bring other sheep into Jesus’ fold. Gathered to Christ the vine, we draw our 
strength from “the true vine” and are pruned to produce more fruit that glorifies the Father. As 
we grow in Christ, we find that we are not just servants but friends chosen to fully know and 
do God’s will. Knowing God’s plan and our part in it, we are sent out in the power of the Holy 
Spirit to witness to the world.  

During this Easter season we hear about those who have gone before us, their stories recorded 
in the book of Acts. They were a community united in purpose and trust gathered around 
Word and Sacrament. They witnessed to ordinary people, those who were around them. And 
they witnessed to those in power, calling them to practice justice and mercy. And they wit-
nessed to people far away, expanding the Good Shepherd’s flock throughout the known 
world. These are our role models.  

We so often think that what happened in the Bible, what people did, is not something we 
could achieve. But we are gifted with the same Holy Spirit. We walk in the love and grace of 
the same risen Christ. And we are called to use our gifts in the service of the Gospel. 

This Easter season may you be strengthened by Christ the vine and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to go out and share the good news: Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
 

In Christ,  

Pastor Munter 

 

 

 



 
 

The Church Council and Board reports for  
March 2018 

 
Trustees: 

The following discussion/decisions were made: 

The Trustees discussed and approved the bills for March. 

Decided to switch the heating to LP soon. 

Discussed building steps on the east end of the parsonage porch to create another exit off the 
porch when heavy snowfall sliding off the roof makes the current steps impassable. 

There was no news as of the meeting on the bid for the LED lighting for the church and par-
sonage. 

 

Deacons 

  Deacon of the Month: Sara Wollum 

  Food Shelf:  Ivanhoe 

  Communion Dates for Bethel will be April 1, & 8.   

  Food Share Month was discussed.  Delivery of the collected items and the offering will 
be made at the end of the month. 

 Holy Week and Easter worship schedule was discussed 

  

  Members Present:    Terry, Anna, Martha & Sara.  

  
 
Board of Education: 

Carmon Mamer will be getting the flowers and gifts for the First Communion students. 

Vacation Bible School dates are July 23rd-26th. The theme will be “Shipwrecked.” 

Began the discussions of Senior Recognition Sunday, including coordinating with Paula Syltie 
regarding the making of the quilts. 

Submitted by Carmon Mamer 
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April 18 is the 20th  
Anniversary of  

Pastor Munter’s Ordination! 
  

It is also the 14th Anniversary of her  
installation at Bethel/Hemnes.  

Congratulations Pastor Ellen!  
 

  
Wondering? 

The new organ/baby grand piano fund was established at the annual meeting in 
January.  If you wish to donate to this fund, just designate your donation in the 

memo line of your check or add a note in you weekly offering envelope . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Wondering? 
 

Lou and Terry are wondering if there are musical fingers (pianists, or organists) 
out there who would be interested in playing at Bethel.  We could use a partner 

(or two) to assist us on occasion.  If your interest and experience is piano and not 
the organ, don’t worry, we could still use your help.  We have a beautiful piano 

upstairs. 
 

Give it some thought and prayer if this is your talent and talk to one of us.   



Page 6 The Bethel Newsletter 

It all started with such promise – 

the angel announcing to Mary that the child she 
would bear would be called Son of the Most 
High; the conviction of Mary that this child 
would be the embodiment of God’s promised 
justice, that the hungry would be filled with 
good things and the rich sent away empty; an-
gels announcing his birth; thousands being fed; 
the sick healed; the dead raised. 

And then, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” It was over. The world hadn’t 
changed. Might still made right. How ridicu-
lously naïve to believe that any reversal of the 
old order could come about. Hope is for the gul-
lible. Looking at this broken man hanging utter-
ly helpless, naked and broken on a cross, the 
powers and principalities, earthly and spiritual, 
death and the devil must have said, “You fool.”  

This, as St. Paul reminds us, is the wisdom of 
the world. And the world can present plenty of 
hard evidence that it is right: children killing 
children in horrific school shootings, 60 million 
displaced people – all of this supported by our 
rebellion against God, our idolatrous claim that 
we are in control and the world is ours. In the 
face of this and all of the suffering others cause 
and we cause others, we, too, might cry out, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

I believe that the beginning of Psalm 22 expresses the anguish of the psalmist and the anguish 
of our Lord, but there is more going on here. Citing the first words of a text was, in the tradition 
of the time, a way of identifying an entire passage. The psalm ends this way: “All the ends of 
the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship 
before him. ... Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, and pro-
claim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.” This is the wisdom of 
God. Jesus’ crucifixion is the death of our death. His innocent suffering has reconciled all of 
creation to God. He has done it. We stake our lives on this. 

This year, Easter falls on April 1. We shall have come through the Lenten desert to the Easter 
garden. We shall say, “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!” And we shall confess this 
and live this in the face of worldly wisdom that is based on death. Life wins. Love wins. And if 
the world wants to call us April fools, we are glad to claim that title 
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Fear. 

There has been a lot of that lately. 

In the face of serious challenges, we freeze, we flee, and 
we fight.  

Fear. There has been a lot of that lately in our country, 
communities, and congregations. 

Fear. There has been a lot of that lately in my heart. I 
could tell you about my fears about my family, your 
synod, our church body, our institutions, our society, 
our country, and our world.  

Fear kills my ability to think, makes me think first about 
my needs, and makes me step on my neighbors to get to 
what I perceive safety to be.  

Fear can drive us to behave in ways we cannot later be-
lieve because it is so unlike us. God knows all our fears 
and will not leave us there.  

The longer I live in the Story of the betrayal, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the more I ap-
preciate the Gospel of Mark’s telling of the Good News. I find myself in the people who are excited to 
welcome Jesus until he does not behave the way they hope for. I see myself as the betrayer, if I am hon-
est with myself. I see myself as the denier at times. I see myself in the Story wondering what God is up 
to as my Lord is crucified. My longing for a God who works in glorious ways dies along with my under-
standing of God that is always too small. I see myself in the whole Story even as one who shouts, 
“Crucify him!” when I want to be God, when I don’t want anyone to tell me what to do. And then I can-
not quite believe the good news of God’s resurrecting grace and love much like the early disciples, too.  

As we run in our fear, “full of terror and amazement,” we are not so different from the early disci-
ples. But eventually God turns us around from our fears and calls us to share the Good News. We can 
and we will.  

Alleluia, he is Risen. He is risen, Alleluia. We stop freezing. We stop fleeing. We stop fighting and our 
living resurrected Lord calls us to follow into God’s deep longings for our future and God’s reign.  

Mark 16:1-2, 5-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spic-
es, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun 
had risen, they went to the tomb 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

+Bishop Jon V. Anderson,  Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA 

Robyn Sand Anderson Art. Robyn is married to Bishop Jon. 



Miscellaneous Revenues 

The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special 
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Of-
ferings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s 
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church 
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget 
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not 
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These 
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not 
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses. 

  

The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget, or 
if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total. 

If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted 
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment 
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in 
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report. 

 

To meet budgeted expenses in 2018, Bethel requires a average of $8,448.13 per month in revenue. As of March 31, 
Bethel is currently $6,519.43 short of meeting the average budgeted expenses so far this year. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that you can donate to Bethel just by shopping at Amazon. Go 
to smile.amazon.com and choose “Bethel” as your charity. There are 
many, so go to about the fourth page and you will find a “Bethel” in Porter, 
MN. That’s us! You can to change your bookmark for Amazon to be 
smile.amazon.com so it comes up automatically. Then when you shop just 

look for the “eligible for AmazonSmile” in the product details page and you’re good to go!    

Monthly Financial Update 
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule 
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Altar Workers for Sundays in April 

Martha  Melrose 

Deanna Moeller 

Altar Workers for Sundays in May 

Paula and Harvey Syltie  

Rose Anderson 

Group #5 
 

Carol and Ken Jeremiason      296-4512 
Louaine Knutson                   296-4489 
Barb and Doug Anderson      296-4503 
Carmon and Brian Mamer      223-7751 
Bonnie and Bob Merritt        296-4436 
Zelda Goslar               223-7450 
Merv Anderson             223-7981 
Paige Fliss             507-828-3896 
John and Barb Hurt          296-4467 
Jodi Merritt             507-530-4814 
Monica and Butch Wilke       296-4470 
Nancy and Tim Bakalakos      223-7853 
Charlotte and Kris Wilke       296-4567 
Jeff & Jessica Horner      507-829-2799 
Charlie and Amy Anderson     296-4431 

All are Welcome 



Worship Schedule 

Hemnes:  

8:30 am Sunday Worship  
 

Bethel: 

9:00 am Sunday School  

10:00 am Sunday Worship  

11:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

Communion Worship: 

Bethel– April 1 & 8 

Hemnes – April 1, 15, & 22  
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 

9:30 am—12:00 pm 1st, 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

& 9:30 am—12:00 pm 3rd Wednesday 
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Coming Events 

April 16  7:30 pm          Boards/Council 

April 17  9:30 am          Prairie Conference 

April18  Pastor Munter’s 20th Anniversary of  

       Ordination & 14th Anniversary of  

       Installation at Bethel/Hemnes 

April 23                 Spiritual Reflections 

April 27  10:15 am        Sylvan Court 

       2:30 pm         Minneota Manor  

April 28  2:00 pm         Ella Dybsetter baptism 

April 1 
Easter Sunday 

 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 

John 18:1-19:42 

April 8 
Easter 2 

 
Acts 4:32–35 

Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1—2:2 

John 20: 19–31 

April 15 
Easter 3 

 
Acts 3:12–19 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1–7 

Luke 24:36b–48 

April 22 
Easter 4 

 
Acts 4:5–12 

Psalm 23  

1 John 3:16–24 

John 10:1–18 

April 29 
Easter 5 

 
Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8 
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