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Summer Worship  
Beginning June 3rd 

 

Bethel 

Sunday, 9:00 am 

Hemnes 

Wednesday, 7:00 pm 

 

 
 YOUTH 

GATHERING 

FUND-

RAISER!!!! 

We will be sell-

ing burgers at 

Hat Daze in 

Central Park on Saturday, June 16th 

from 11:00-3:00. 

Stop by and help send our Bethel 

Boys to Houston! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Info on page 5  
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Bethel Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 126 

2429 County Hwy 16 

Porter, MN 56280 
 

Telephone: (507) 296-4658 

 

Office Hours at the Church: 

1st, 2nd & 4th Tues—9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

3rd Wed—9:30a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

E-mail address: bethellutheran@frontier.com 

Website: bethelofporter.com 

 

Pastor  Rev. Ellen Munter 

  296-4558 (home) 507-828-1000 (cell) 

  Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 

 

Your Church Officers 

President Lance Moeller 296-4634 

Vice President      Mike Knutson 507-829-2767  

Treasurer Virginia Thomsen 223-7918 

Financial Sec. Josh Sumption 296-4497 

Secretary Sue Alley 507-530-1628 

 

Deacons 

Anna Kamrath, Chair         507-530-5558 

Martha Melrose 296-4515 

Craig Petersen 296-4483 

Terry Dybsetter                             296-4401 

Sara Wollum  223-5844 

 

Trustees 

Jerome Bruns, Chair    296-4645 

Dawn Gawerecki 224-2267 

Roger Longhenry 296-4422 

Bob Merritt Jr         296-4436  

Shawn Jackson 296-4699 

 

Board of Education 

Tracy Wente, Chair 296-4623 

Anna Noyes  296-4477  

Carmon Mamer                223-7751 

Darcy Bruns  223-7395 

Megan Syltie  296-4660 

 

Custodian 

Lou Knutson  296-4489 

 

 

If you have any corrections or additions,  

please contact the church office at 296-4658, or  

email: bethellutheran@frontier.com. If your name 

does not appear in the month of your birthday, it 

means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks! 

 

 June Birthdays 

 

1st  Joshua Wollum 

2nd  Kaden Petersen     

5th  Craig Petersen 

8th  Harvey Syltie 

11th Mavis Anderson 

14th Megan Evjen, Nathan Hulzebos 

15th  Braden Knutson, Greg Crowser 

19th Ralph Dovre, Karla Farrell, Keith Petersen 

20th Roger Petersen 

22nd Butch Wilke 

24th Zelda Goslar, Monica Wilke 

27th Sharon Hunt 

28th  David Petersen 

29th  Bob Merritt 
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And so, with the Feast of the Holy Trinity behind us, we move into the long 

green season of Ordinary Time, the Sundays after Pentecost. Ordinary time is 

just that, ordinary. It’s sometimes been called “the season of Pentecost,” but 

Pentecost is only one day, not a season. It probably got the name from the 

way we title the Sundays, “The # Sunday after Pentecost.” It’s a way of mark-

ing time, though it is a good way to keep in our minds what happened on Pen-

tecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit, Who is, of course, still with us.  

We are in the gospel of Mark this year, and Jesus is constantly using the im-

ages of the world around him. We find images from nature: the mystery of 

seeds growing into grain, the wonder of mustard plants growing from tiny 

seeds, the power of the wind and waves – power that bows and obeys Jesus’ command to be still. We also 

find images from everyday life: people who are struggling with illness, the pain of the outcast, the need 

for bread. And we find images of what it means to follow: Jesus as servant, the martyrdom of John the 

Baptizer, the resistance the disciples meet as they work to proclaim God’s word and help those in need.  

As we dig into the richness of God’s word this summer, we begin to understand that the creation around 

us, and even the realities of our own lives, constantly point us towards God. This truth is clearest in the 

sacramental life of the church, in which the everyday realities of our world (water, bread, wine) are the 

means by which we experience God’s grace and forgiveness. These ordinary items are incarnational –  

finite things (water, bread, wine) that are capable of carrying the infinite. From here we can see how our 

experience of God is grounded in the everyday world in which we live. Our love of God cannot be isolated 

from our service to others and to creation. 

But just because this is Ordinary Time doesn’t mean there are no festivals. This year, one major and one 

minor festival falls on a Sunday—The Nativity of St. John the Baptist (June 24), and St. Mary Magda-

lene (July 22). Because these are fixed dates, they only fall on a Sunday once every seven years or so. 

And we will be observing both this year. 

The Nativity of John the Baptist is one of the oldest festivals of the Christian 

church, being listed in 506 A.D. as one of the principal festivals in Southern 

France, where it was a day of rest and, like Christmas, was celebrated with 

three Masses: a vigil, at dawn, and at midday. John’s birth date on June 24 

comes three months after the celebration on March 25 of the Annunciation, 

when the angel Gabriel told Mary that her cousin Elizabeth was in her sixth 

month of pregnancy, and six months before the Christmas celebration of the 

birth of Jesus. The purpose of these festivals is not to celebrate the exact dates 

of these events, but simply to commemorate them in an interlinking way. In 

the Orthodox Church, John is called the Forerunner” (Pródromos in Greek) to 

emphasize his significance in announcing the coming of the Messiah. John the 

Baptist and Jesus are deeply intertwined, something you can see when you 

read the accounts of their births in the gospel of Luke. John the Baptist is the 

bridge between the Old and New Testaments, the last of the Old Testament 

prophets who points to the New Covenant God is making in and through His Son, Jesus. In doing so, he 

urges us to repent and to turn back to God, something we need to hear more than just at Advent.  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Munter 



 
 

The Church Council and Board reports for  
May 2018 

 
Trustees: 

The following discussion/decisions were made: 

The Trustees discussed and approved the monthly bills. 

The trustees discussed the things to do at the church (maintenance) 

The trustees discussed the need to find help mowing the cemetery. 

 

Curt Blumeyer, Roger Longhenry, Bob Merritt, Tom Gawerecki, and Jerome Bruns 

 

Deacons 

  Deacon of the Month: Craig Petersen 

  Food Shelf:  Ivanhoe 

  Communion Dates for Bethel will be June 3,10,& 24  

 Discussed the “new “ baby grand piano 

 Pastor Ellen will not attend the synod assembly in Redwood Falls due to a graduation 
conflict. 

  Members Present:    Terry, Anna, Sara, Martha & Craig  

  
 
Board of Education: 

 

The Board of Education will have an organizational meeting on June 7th at 7:00 pm. Here at 
the church. 

 

 

Submitted by Carmon Mamer 
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ELCA Youth gathering  

June 27-July 1, 2018  

Houston Texas 
 

 

“Experiencing God in a whole new way 

with 30,000 of my closest friends!” 

--YOUTH PARTICIPANT, RISE UP  

TOGETHER 2015 

 

 

Bethel has three young men, Dylan Bruns, Jacob Crowser and Carter Wente and their adult 

leader, Paul Bruns, attending this event.   
 

Please keep them in your prayers as they travel to, attend, and return from this exciting spir-

itual event with ELCA youth from all over the United States. 

 

 

 

We will be Shipwrecked this summer at VBS!! 

The dates are July 23-26 and you can sign up 

to attend or to volunteer at 

vbspro.events/p/bethel2018  

Or call Tracy Wente (296-4623) or 

Carmon Mamer (296-7751). 

We will be needing lots of volunteers both before and during VBS, but 

you don’t need to sign up for all four days.  Even if you are only available 

for one or two days, sign up!  Everyone’s help is welcome! 

https://vbspro.events/p/bethel2018
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      +Bishop Jon V. Anderson’s Assembly Report 

 

And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,  
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” ... 

Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.  
But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,  

he cried out, “Lord, save me!” - Matthew 14 
 

When we were preparing for the birth of our third child, I came home one day to find a small picture frame with three 
places for pictures - two pictures already in it. On one side was a picture of our daughter, Laura, and the other had a 
picture of our son, Sean. In the middle space in the yellow frame was a drawing of a little baby. As I picked it up to 
look at it, Robyn said, “That is going to be my focal point during the coming labor.” Today is the anniversary of a false 
labor trip to the hospital, but our daughter, Cate, was born three days later. As Robyn went through the pain of the 
final days of her pregnancy, labor, heavy contractions, and then the hard work of pushing, she used this image to 
keep her focus until our new daughter was born. What you focus on really matters. 

God’s church is always in labor as God calls us beyond what we have been and to become what God needs us to be-
come to serve the Gospel of Jesus in our time and contexts. Our focal point is the cross. It reminds us of our world, 
our church’s and our self’s brokenness. Sin turns us in on ourselves. Our alienation from God and one another takes 
the form of personal sin and communal or structural forms of sin. The cross reminds us God will not leave us there 
trapped in alienation and brokenness. The cross reminds us to trust in God’s resurrecting grace which always labors to 
save us. 

As we look back through last year, we are grateful for our generous God’s presence and guidance through many 
events (including observing the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation), opportunities, and challenges. We are thank-
ful for the generosity of so many people who gave an offering of themselves to sustain congregations that feed and 
grow Christ followers. We are thankful for the work we have been able to do because of extra-mile giving toward our 
Embrace God’s Mission + Equip God’s People Funding Initiative. We are thankful for the completion of our match, 
setting free our Ministerial Excellence Fund’s resources to free pastors and equip lay people to live healthier financial 
lives. I am thankful for the support of our committees and boards that work together to move forward our synod’s 
ministry and mission. I am thankful for the sacrificial service of your synod’s staff. 

My word for the year is “focus.” In addition to the cross, as a synod we are called to remember to focus on the two 
pillars of the reformation. First is God’s undeserved gift of justification that we know in Christ Jesus. God labors to 
save us as a gift of grace and makes us God’s people. The second pillar is vocation. God calls us and sends us as God’s 
children into particular vocations as the baptized, as congregations, as a synod, and as a church body. What are your 
personal vocations? What are your congregations’ vocations? What are our shared vocations as people called to be 
synod “on the road together”? I give thanks to God for all the ways you offer yourselves in loving response to God’s 
calls. 

We have begun something called “The Listening Project 2.0” to evaluate our work together and to dream together 
about your synod’s future as we seek to live our vocations to Embrace God’s Mission + Equip God’s People. We are 
gathering in small groups to share our stories about serving God’s Story.  

One part of that vision is to work together and walk together as God calls us to “Deepen Congregational Vitality.” 
This begins with the faith lives of our people and all the people our congregations have contact with as we serve our 
local mission fields. We continue to lift up Jesus’ call to “go and make disciples.” In the past year your synod staff has 
worked hard to evaluate and redevelop sustainable mission-focused partnerships across our synod. We have used 
assessment tools to provoke conversations about mission and ministry, engaged in deep listening, and invited  

(Continued on page 7) 
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 (Bishop’s report continued.) 

communal discernment of God’s callings. As a church body, synod, congregations, and individuals, we are called to lis-
ten to God, to our neighbors in our community, and one another. We trust God’s Holy Spirit will guide and lead us as 
we act, evaluate, learn, plan, and act again to move forward God’s work. 

That discernment leads to questions about how we might “Enhance Local and Global Mission.” The hard truth is that 
we cannot do everything, but we can sing a hymn of praise to our gracious God and Lord Jesus with what we do 
choose to do. First and foremost, we need to encourage people to live out their baptismal calling to be ministers of 
Christ as they live out the many callings of their lives as children, neighbors, workers, citizens, etc. We also believe one 
of your synod’s callings is to engage physical and spiritual hunger. God calls us to feed people. To address hungers, we 
need to become more competent at engaging diversity. We will be working with a tool called the Intercultural Devel-
opment Inventory to help people learn to engage with people who are different than we are. There are differences of 
economics, education, cultures, race, ethnicity, and spirituality where we can learn to dance more freely to serve the 
Gospel. God is calling us to develop courage and capacity to work to end racialization and racism. In our culture, we 
need to become more comfortable loving and understanding people of other faiths. In our increasingly secular culture, 
we also need to learn how to love and engage people with no explicit faith. Finally, our church body will be having a 
conversation around its proposed social statement on justice and women.  

Finally, we are called to “Develop Servant Leaders.” This begins with equipping and encouraging the ministry of all the 
baptized. All of us are ordained in our baptisms to serve God in our everyday lives. This does not mean serving only in 
your congregations, but we also need to equip and grow leaders to sustain and enhance the ministry and mission of 
our communities of Jesus. We live in a time when the decline in people entering seminary, paired with the large num-
ber of retirements coming, are creating clergy supply and shortage issues. Proactively, we have been engaging in new 
work to invite candidates to consider ministry and deepen our synod’s “culture of call.” We also are working to equip 
people for ministry through a variety of projects made possible by our Funding Initiative and your congregations’ mis-
sion support. We are learning as we equip lay preachers, youth ministers, and other folks who can deepen the faith 
lives of our communities of Jesus and all God’s people. Our ongoing work to develop the gifts and capacities of our 
current pastors, staff, and elected lay leaders also has to be sustained.  

I am grateful for those who have served in our ministry team during the past year. I am thankful for Synod Council 
members, boards, committee and team members. We are missing the gifts of Caitlin Kodet. Pr. Kirk Meseck and Pr. 
Ted Kunze left our team of conference ministers to serve in other ways. We are excited to welcome Maggie Berggren, 
serving on our staff part-time, as well as new conference ministers, Pr. Dwaine Bruns and Pr. Stephen Rasmusson. The 
synod is more than the staff and governance system. Your synod lives because of the cooperation, support, and colle-
giality of our rostered ministers and congregations. Thanks for building up your synod. 

We also will consider applying for a second Lilly grant to sustain our programs to address the economic challenges of 
our pastors so that we might also address the economic challenges of our congregations and households more effec-
tively. To fuel change, we need to manage resources of all kinds wisely. Thanks for your and your congregations’ gen-
erosity. 

Like Jesus encouraged his disciples not to be afraid in the storm, Jesus encourages us not to be afraid of the storms of 
our lives and our times. God is calling us to get out of the boat...to trust in him more strongly than we fear the storms. 
Like Peter, we can trust that he will save, lead, and guide us. 
 
 



Miscellaneous Revenues 

The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special 
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Of-
ferings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s 
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church 
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget 
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not 
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These 
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not 
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses. 

  

The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget, or 
if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total. 

If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted 
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment 
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in 
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report. 

 

To meet budgeted expenses in 2018, Bethel requires a average of $8,448.13 per month in revenue. As of March 31, 
Bethel is currently $6,519.43 short of meeting the average budgeted expenses so far this year. 

 

Monthly Financial Update 
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Altar Workers for Sundays in June 

Amy Drietz 

Denise Crowser 

Altar Workers for Sundays in July 

Pat Petersen 

Barb Anderson 

 Please note:  Group 5 will serve Betty Kindleberger’s  funeral on June 4th  

 
Group #1 

 
Linda and Jerome Bruns  296-4645 
Brenda and Mike Knutson  507-829-2767 
Paul and Darcy Bruns   507-530-0327 and 507-530-5036 
Rose and Dick Anderson  296-4440 
Marilyn and Waldo Petersen  223-5829 
Sue Alley    507-530-1628 
Marty and Meghan Syltie  296-4660 
Beryl and Ray Kuester  223-7935 
Bill Ningen    296-4693 
Josh Sumption   296-4497 
Tiffany Keating   223-5542 
Brian and Kassidy Emery  605-880-3569 
Matt & Victoria Bliss   605-941-4062 and 320-287-1050 
 

Help is needed 

The church has a few outdoor jobs that 
need attention.  If you have a little time 
and desire to “spruce –up” the church 
grounds perhaps you could  lend a hand.  
Thanks! 

Questions—check with Lou 
 

 North entry beams need scraping and painting 
 

 Flagpole needs painting 
 

 Handicap sign need straightening 
 

 Weed around the new trees in the yard 

 Spray church yard 



Worship Schedule 

Hemnes:  

7:00 pm Wednesday Worship  
 

Bethel: 

9:00 am Sunday Worship  

10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

Communion Worship: 

Bethel– June 3, 10, & 24  

Hemnes – June 20, & 27 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 

9:30 am—12:00 pm 1st, 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

& 9:30 am—12:00 pm 3rd Wednesday 
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Coming Events 
 

June  4  10:30 am     Betty Kindelberger funeral 

June  7  2:00 pm      Hendricks Worship  

June 9-10          Synod Assembly 

June 14 10:15       Sylvan Worship 

June 16 11:00-3:00  Burger Fundraiser, Central   

               Park, Canby 

June 17   Father’s Day 

June 18   7:30 pm     Boards/Council 

June 19  9:00 am      Prairie Conference 

June 24   John the Baptist 

June 27-July 1    ELCA Youth Gathering 

June  28  2:30 pm    Minneota Manor 

June 3 
Pentecost 2 

 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

Psalm 81:1-10 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 

St. Mark 2:23-3:6 

June 10 
Pentecost 3  

 
Genesis 3:8-15 

Psalm 130 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Mark 3: 20-35 

June 17 
Pentecost 4 

 
Ezekiel 17:22–24 

Psalm 92:1–4, 12–15 

2 Corinthians 5:6–17,  

Mark 4: 26-34  

June 24 

Nativity of St. John 
the Baptist 

Malachi 3: 1-4 

Psalm 141 

Acts 13: 13-26 

Luke 1: 57-67 
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