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In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is baptized by John. The 
Spirit descends on Him and a voice from heaven says, “You 
are my beloved.” Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all 
righteousness and becomes the servant of God Who will bring 
forth justice and be a light to the nations. In  the waters of the 
baptismal font, our Jordan, we are washed in the Word, 
anointed by the Spirit and named God’s beloved children. 
With Christ we are chosen to proclaim God’s mercy in a 
suffering world. With Christ we are made public witnesses to 
God’s justice. With Christ we are called to do good and 
relieve the suffering of the oppressed. 
 

 
  GATHERING   

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross as the minister begins: 
 
P. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen 
 
P. Together, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P. Strong and faithful God, 
C. we confess that we have not lived as the body of Christ in the world. We have veiled 

our hearts from Your  light. We have resisted Your call to follow. We have failed to 
exercise Your gift of love. Forgive us for the sake of Christ, heal us with Your 
abundant grace, and help us walk as children of light. Amen 

 
P. The boundless riches of Christ are the gift of God’s grace to all people. In the name of 

Christ and by His authority, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. May the Holy Spirit 
strengthen you to follow Christ in newness of life. 

C. Amen 
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GREETING  
P. The light and love of God Who wonderfully made you, Who graciously redeemed you, 

Who calls you each by name, be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 

anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful in their 
calling to be Your children, immerse us in Your grace and empower us all with Your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C. Amen 

 
 WORD  

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1–5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar story was good 
news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for any person living in 
the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life. 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness He called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 29         
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 
 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;  
the God of glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.   
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
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7The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.   
8The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe 

and strips the forests bare. 
9And in the temple of the LORD  

all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11The LORD shall give strength to His people; 
 the LORD shall give His people  
the blessing of peace. 
 
SECOND READING:  Acts 19:1–7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the 
Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and 
empowered them with gifts of the Spirit. 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the One Who 
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: St. Mark 1:4–11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself 
the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The One Who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 8I have baptized you 
with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  9In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as He was coming up 
out of the water, He saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on Him. 



4 
 

11And a voice came from heaven, “You are My Son, the Beloved; with You I am well pleased.” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      When Jesus Came to Jordan      
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS   
P. Brothers and sisters in Christ . . . the forces defy God? 
C. I renounce them.  
 
P. Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C. I renounce them.  
 
P. Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C. I renounce them.  
 
P. Do you believe in God the Father? 
C. I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
P. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
P. Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
P. You have made . . .  peace in all the earth? 
C. I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 
P. People of God . . . in Christ? 
C. We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
P. Let us pray. . . . both now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Encouraged by the radiant light of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ, let us pray with boldness 
and confidence for the church, the world and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Heavenly Father, You poured out the Holy Spirit on Your beloved Son in His baptism. For 
renewal of all who are baptized into Christ, that the fruits of Your Spirit may flourish, let us 
pray. 
C. Have mercy, O God. 
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For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells that provide drinking 
water; and for the water that is piped into our homes: that God provide clean and nourishing 
water for all living things, let us pray. 
C. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for 
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, for our 
country, let us pray. 
C. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them 
mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, especially Merv, 
Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, Bill & Karen Pohlen, Bill Ningen, Gail, Tom, Carol, Dick and 
Lexi, for the countless struggling with COVID-19 and for overwhelmed and exhausted medical 
workers, that God would bring healing and wholeness to all, let us pray. 
C. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our congregations, for students who have returned to school, or those seeking renewal in 
their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray. 
C. Have mercy, O God. 
 
As we give thanks for all who have been washed in Your grace, shower us with Your Holy 
Spirit until the day when we will be united with Christ and all the saints in Your heavenly 
reign. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Into Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
P. Merciful God, 
C. as You have blessed us with many gifts, so receive now these offerings of ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions. Unite us as Your body, that we may be a light to all 
nations, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 MEAL  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
P. The Lord be with you.   C. And also with you. 
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P. Lift up your hearts.   C. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P. Blessed are You … Your mercy and might. 
C. Amen 
 
P. In the night …  and life-giving light. 
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P. Lord, God, by Your Spirit … both now and forever. 
C. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father Who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
 
P. The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Holy God, in this Communion You reveal Your faithfulness to us, Your beloved children. 

Anoint us with Your Spirit, that we may be signs of Your grace and compassion for the 
world. Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen.  
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 SENDING  
BENEDICTION 
 
P. The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you 
and remain with you now and forever. 

C. Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN         Crashing Waters at Creation 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
 
P. Go in peace. Be light for the world.  
C. Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 
Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God Presiding: Pastor Munter 
Organist:  Lou Knutson   Reader: Linda Bruns 
Camera: Josh Sumption   Projection: James Kamrath/Kendon Knutson 
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How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 

 

 
 
Merv Anderson, Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Lynette Christie, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Gail Sumption, Tom Gawerecki, Carol Moon,  
Dick Anderson, Lexi Regnier 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars: 
 
The Bethel Annual Meeting will be held on January 24th following worship. The 
meeting will be in the sanctuary. Due to the COVID situation, we won’t have a potluck.   We 
have not made a decision about live streaming the meeting at this time. 
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Please Help 

 
The nominating committee is looking for nominees for positions on the various boards and jobs 
in the church.  Please contact one of the following committee members as soon as possible:   
John Appelen:  303 828-6300   Anna Kamrath: 507 530-5558,  
Bonnie Merritt: 507 530-7539  Shawn Jackson: 296-4699  
 
Still needed to fill:  A Trustee and two Board of Education (at the time of the printing) 
 

Please prayerfully consider serving your Bethel family 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 3, 2021 
            
   General: $2,362.00 ($15.00 received through eGiving) 

Includes: $1,000.00 from Hemnes Lutheran Church. $100.00 Initial Offering. 
  Savings: $20.00 for Organ. 
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