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Today’s gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the 
basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. Focusing on the meaning of baptism into the death 
and resurrection of the Lord is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal 
waters of Easter. The weeks of Lent invite us to speak the truth about the keeping of 
our baptismal promises. The weeks of Lent invite us to hear and taste God’s 
abundant forgiveness in word and sacrament. 

 Today the Church commemorates George Herbert, hymnwriter, 1633.   
GATHERING  

OPENING HYMN       

  
Verse 4: 

From the dawning of creation You have loved us as Your own; 

Stay with us through all temptation, make us turn to You alone, make us turn to You alone. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P. Trusting in God, Who brings us out of death into life, we gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen.  
P. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God Who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
P. Gracious God,  
C. I confess that I am held captive by sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned against You 

in thought, word and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I have 
not loved You with my whole heart, I have not loved my neighbor as myself. I pray for 
forgiveness I cannot earn and renewal I do not merit, given only through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P. Almighty God looks upon you with mercy, and through Baptism has joined you to the 
saving death of Jesus Christ so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, you too might walk in newness of life. I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  .      

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING  
P. The endless grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the rich mercy of God and the unity of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
THE KYRIE        page 78 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, 

and the devil and all the forces that defy You tempt us with empty promises. Keep us 
steadfast in Your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.     

C. Amen 
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the Creator, creation, and one another. This 
passage recounts the first in a series of stories that depicts the nature of human sin--wanting to be like God.  
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The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the 
LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
die.” 
 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God 
said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32        page 230 
Mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.   
SECOND READING:  Romans 5:12-19 
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free 
ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God has reversed the consequences of sin and death to offer the free gift of 
eternal life.  
Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death 
spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is 
not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even 
over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one Who 
was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, 
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s 
sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following 
many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace 
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s disobedience 
the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (All together)     
 
 

One does not live by | bread alone* 
 But by every word that comes from the | mouth of God. 
                           (Matt. 4:4) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, He endures the 
testing of the evil one.  
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord.  
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards He was famished. 3The tempter came and said to Him, “If 
You are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But He answered, 
“It is written, 
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 5Then the devil took Him to the holy city and placed Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6saying to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
 ‘He will command His angels 
concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. ’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test. ’ ” 
 8Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor; 9and he said to Him, “All these I will give You, if You will fall 
down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only Him. ’ ” 
 11Then the devil left Him, and suddenly angels came and waited on Him. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.  C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ  
SERMON  
HYMN OF THE DAY                                       A Mighty Fortress  #229 (grn)  
APOSTLES CREED page 85  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
SHARING THE PEACE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
OFFERING/OFFERTORY                           Create In Me page 96  
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
P. God our provider,  
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C. You have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and 
these Your gifts, which we receive from Your bounty. Strengthen us to use Your gifts 
wisely, that we may be a blessing to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
 MEAL  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        page 88  
SANCTUS        page 89  
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P. Blessed are You … pouring out His life for the world.   
C. Amen. 
P. In the night in … proclaim the mystery of our faith.  
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P. Gracious God … in Your holy Church, both now and forever.   
C. Amen.  
LORD’S PRAYER        page 91  
AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)        page 92  
DISTRIBUTION HYMN       # 296 (grn)  
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING        page 94  
POST-COMMUNION SONG    
On my heart imprint Your image, Blessed Jesus, king of grace, 
That life’s troubles nor its pleasures, Ever may Your work erase;  
Let the clear inscription be; Jesus crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation,  All my glory and salvation!  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
P. Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew in us the gift of 

baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.    

C. Amen  
 SENDING  

BLESSING 
P. As you die and rise . . .  now and forever.    C. Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN             O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  
1. O Lord, throughout these forty days  

You prayed and kept the fast.  

Inspire repentance for our sin,  

and free us from our past. 
 

2. You strove with Satan, and You won;  

Your faithfulness endured;  
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lend us Your nerve,  

Your skill and trust in God’s eternal word. 
 

3. Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 

 and fixed Your mind above;  

so teach us to deny ourselves  

that we may know God’s love. 
 

4. Be with us through this season, Lord, 

 and all our earthly days,  

that when the final Easter dawns,  

we join in heaven’s praise. 
  
DISMISSAL  
P. Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 

which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, love and 
serve the Lord. 

C. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God   
Presiding: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Organist:  Terry Dybsetter  
Reader:  Paula Syltie 
Acolytes:  Lacie DeVos and Haley Noyes 
 

Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

5:30 pm Hemnes – Worship 
6:00 pm  Bethel - dinner by Luther League families 

7:00 pm, Bethel – Worship 
How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Bethel email: bethel@bethellutheran.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
LAST WEEK   February 23rd               Attendance  53 
  

General: $1,299.46 ($135.00 received through electronic giving)  Includes: $259.46 from savings for Sunday 

School supplies. 

 

Wednesday night’s menu 

BBQ’ s 
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THIS WEEK  (March 1st – March 7th ) 
 
Sun  10:00 am   Bethel Worship Service 
Wed  5:00 pm   Hemnes Worship 
   6:00 pm   Lenten Supper 
   7:00 pm    Bethel Worship 
 
NEXT WEEK  (March 8th – March 14th ) 
 
Sun  8:30 am   Hemnes Worship 
   9:00 am   Sunday School 
   10:00 am   Bethel Worship Service 
   11:30 am – 3:00 Confirmation 
Wed  5:00 pm   Hemnes Worship 
   6:00 pm   Lenten Supper 
   7:00 pm    Bethel Worship 
 
 

 
Bea Heise   Merv Anderson   
Emily Morton  Dick Anderson  
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson  
Shirley Gabbert  Lynette Christie 
 
 
 


