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The parable in today’s gospel reading sets forth what we may experience 
every day: evil coexists with the good. The conclusion to the parable–the 
weeds will be burned–seems simple, except for this: the one Who speaks 
gives His life over to death, that God’s mercy for all people may be 
revealed, and that God’s power to bring good out of evil may be known. 
Here is each Christian’s mission: to speak and to act with mercy and 
justice in a world that knows too well the presence of evil. 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin. 
 
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.         
C. Amen. 
 
P. Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P. Loving God,  
C. we confess that we have not loved You with our whole hearts; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  We have failed to worship You with our whole being and to 
share the abundance of grace You give us.  We have acted out of selfish ambition rather 
than the interests of others; we have nursed grudges rather than seeking reconciliation 
and peace.  Forgive us and renew in us the mind of Christ Jesus, that we may live 
according to Your will. Amen. 

P. Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of 
Almighty God, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; and for His sake, I declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and the  Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:1a, 5b, 8b)       
C. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. O Lord, pour out upon us the spirit to think and do what is right, that we, who cannot even 

exist without You, may have the strength to live according to Your will, through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C. Amen.   
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 WORD  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
God claims the right to sole rule, because God announces things that actually do happen, while supposed divine 
opponents remain silent. The Lord is not one among many gods; the Lord is the only God. 
 
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
 And His Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; 
 besides Me there is no god. 
7Who is like Me? Let them proclaim it, 
 let them declare and set it forth before Me. 
Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
 Let them tell Us what is yet to be. 
8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 You are My witnesses! 
Is there any god besides Me? 
 There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 86:11-17  
Teach me Your way, O LORD, and I will walk in Your truth; 
knit my heart to You that I may fear Your name. 
 12I will thank You, O LORD my God, with all my heart, 
 and glorify Your name forevermore.  
13For great is Your love toward me; 
You have delivered me from the nethermost pit. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 
 and a band of violent men seeks my life; 
 they have not set You before their eyes. 
15But You, O LORD, are gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mercy upon me; 
 give Your strength to Your servant; and save the child of Your handmaid.  
17Show me a sign of Your favor, 
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; 
because You, O LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality  means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s 
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from 
bondage to death and decay. 
 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did 
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not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the One who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers 
and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus] put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 
gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.’ “ 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send His angels, and 
they will collect out of His kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.   C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,  
 our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the  
 Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen   

 
 

 PRAYER  . 
 
OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 56280), 
you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our website 
(www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER      
P. Gracious God,  
C. You open Your hand, filling our lives with all good things and renewing the face of the 

earth. We offer our gifts in thanksgiving for all that we have received from Your bounty. 
Accept them for the sake of Him who offered His life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
  

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in the 
power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
God of the harvest, You sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world. 
Tend Your people; support bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; give us strength through 
Your word that our witness may be faithful to Your intentions. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
God of all space and time, Your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new 
birth. Nurture our green spaces and national parks; send rain where there is drought; protect 
engendered animals from poachers. Show us how to care for Your earth and its creatures. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
God of the nations, we praise You for the good that has been given us in this country. Teach us 
Your ways that we may walk in Your truth. Lead us to form communities in which all people are 
equal and where disputes are settled without violence. Bring an end to warfare around the world, 
and mend the torn fabric of humankind. Guide us by Your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
God of hope, we praise You for wherever health and happiness prevail. Accompany those who 
suffer and be near to the brokenhearted. We pray for those who contract the virus, those facing 
eviction, medical workers who are exhausted, and those who have no access to health care. Open 
our hearts and show us how to serve Your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel 
trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way, especially Merv, Emily, Angie, Shirlee, and 
Lynette. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment and renewal. We pray for those 
whose hopes and expectations have been disappointed this year. Give relief to those who suffer 
from the heat. Protect travelers from infection. Guard our children. Give rest to those with no 
vacation time, hope to those who are unemployed, and patience to all during this difficult time. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
God of eternity, we praise You for all who have died in the faith. We remember with 
thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and especially those most dear to us. Gather us 
with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from Your love, we offer these prayers to You; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING PRAYERS   
Praise and thanks to You, holy God, for by Your Word You made all things: You spoke light into 
the darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For Your Word of life, 
O God, 
C. we give You thanks and praise.  
 
By Your Word You called Your people Israel to tell of Your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life, O God,  
C. we give You thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, Your Word made flesh, You speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of Your self-giving love. For Your 
Word of life, O God,  
C. we give You thanks and praise. 
 
Send Your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle Your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of the world in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen.

 
 

 SENDING  
 
BLESSING   
P. Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. May you be rooted and grounded in His love. 

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.      
C. Amen 
 
DISMISSAL   
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Those who Serve: 
Ministers: All the People of God    
Presider: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Camera:  Josh Sumption 
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How to reach us: 
Church Office: 507-296-4658    Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558   
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
Picture on the “cover” is “Weeds” by Nelly Bube 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, Bethel and Hemnes 
continue to have recurring expenses. Please remember to give financially to support the ministry 
of our congregations. For Bethel, you may mail your offering to the church office or give online at 
http://bit.ly/givebethel 
 

 
Merv Anderson       
Emily Morton   
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson     
Shirlee Gabbert 
Lynette Christie   
Brenda Knutson 
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