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Life in community is a precious thing, but it easily breaks down if 
rumors and idle talk are given free rein. Nevertheless, conflict is part 
of relationships and life together. Jesus’ words in today’s gospel are 
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 
prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, 
and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather 
in the name of Christ, assured that He is present among us with gifts 
of peace and reconciliation. 

 
 GATHERING   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.         
C. Amen.  
P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another.  
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  
P. Heavenly Father,  
C. we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, forgive our sin, increase our faith, strengthen us in service, and 
bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P. God, who is rich in mercy  loved us even when we were dead in sin and made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved. (Eph 2:4-5) By the authority of 
Christ, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, 
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.       

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P. Holy people of God, called through the gospel of Christ, enlightened by the Spirit: 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
C. And also with you.    
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. Almighty and eternal God, You know our problems and our weaknesses better than 

we ourselves. In Your love and by Your power help us in our confusion and, in spite of 
our weakness, make us firm in faith; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C.  Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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 WORD  
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Shortly before the fall of Jerusalem, the Lord commissions Ezekiel to serve as a watchman for the house of 
Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God – Who  is about to 
attack Jerusalem – gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 
You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
My mouth, you shall give them warning from Me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, 
you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if 
you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 
11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 119:33-40  
Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, 
and I shall keep it to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; 
 I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35Make me go in the path of Your commandments, 
for that is my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to Your decrees 
 and not to unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; 
give me life in Your ways. 
 38Fulfill Your promise to Your servant, 
 which You make to those who fear You. 
39Turn away the reproach which I dread, 
because Your judgments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for Your commandments; 
 in Your righteousness preserve my life. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
Although Paul insists that we are reconciled to God through faith rather than through works of the law, the 
obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the 
person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.   
 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is 
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus has just said that God’s concern for every individual is like that of a shepherd who will leave the entire 
herd to look for one sheep that is lost. Now, He offers practical advice on how individuals – and the Church 
as a whole – should go about restoring relationships with one member has sinned against another. 
 
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 
that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the 
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. 20For where two or three 
are gathered in My name, I am there among them.” 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.    
C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      Where Charity and Love Prevail 
 

 
 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,  
 our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the  
 Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen    .  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray or the church, the world, and all those 
in need.  
A brief silence. 
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Unite Your church, O God. Give to all the baptized the gifts of repentance and 
reconciliation. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships and interracial cooperation among the 
churches. Guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of 
Churches. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Protect Your creation, O God. Teach us ways to live that do not harm what You have 
entrusted to our care. Give to the animals the habitat they need for life. Renew and enliven 
places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. We pray especially for the lands 
and habitats suffering from fire, flood and excessive heat. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Bless the nations, O God. Frustrate the designs of dictators. Give to the military a clear 
and moral purpose. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward the well-
being of all. Infuse the coming election season with honesty and integrity. We pray 
especially for the people and nations of Belarus, Lebanon, India and the Unite States. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give employment to those who need it. Shape societies 
to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through 
our work. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Guide our civil discourse, O God. Alert us to social evils and show our nation how to end 
the patterns of racial injustice. Accompany all are endeavoring to bring about a renewed 
society. Curb the violence in our cities. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Tend to all in need, O God. Assist all friends and family members who are seeking restored 
relationships. Give community to the lonely and welcome to the outcast. We pray for the 
end of the coronavirus. Comfort those afflicted with COVID-19, uphold our medical 
workers, and provide the world a vaccine. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or 
spirit, especially those we name here before You. Merv, Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, 
Brenda, Bill, and Karen. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As You equipped them, 
equip us with Your protection and power, until with them we see Your salvation. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from Your love, we offer these prayers to 
You; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
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OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER      
P. God our provider,  
C. all that we have is a sign of Your love; all that we are is a gift from Your hand. 

Receive our offerings along with our thanksgiving, that our lives may proclaim 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 MEAL  .  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    
P. The Lord be with you.      C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.   C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C. It is right to give God thanks and 

praise.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P. Holy God … bread for the world.    
C. Amen. 
P. In the night in … the everlasting feast. 
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P. By Your Spirit … both now and forever.    
C. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
P. The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/


7 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
P. Blessed are You, God of heaven and earth. You satisfy us with good things; You open 

Your hand and we are fed. Renew our strength, that we may go with eagerness and joy 
into the places where You send us to work in Jesus’ name.  

C. Amen. 
 

 SENDING  
BLESSING   
P. People of God, stand firm in one spirit; strive side by side for the faith of the gospel; let 

your gentleness be known by everyone; and the God of peace, the Father, the  Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be with you and bless you now and forever.     

C. Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                  Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL   
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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Those who Serve: 
Ministers:  All the People of God   Presider: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Musician:  Terry Dybsetter    Reader:  Sara Wollum 
Camera:   Josh Sumption     Projection: Katie Munter 
 
How to reach us: 
Church Office: 507-296-4658     Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558   
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com  Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, Bethel and 
Hemnes continue to have recurring expenses. Please remember to give financially to 
support the ministry of our congregations. For Bethel, you may mail your offering to the 
church office or give online at http://bit.ly/givebethel 
 
August 23, 2020 
            General: $861.50 ($224.50 received through eGiving) 
August 30, 2020 
                General: $1,664.75 ($407.75 received through eGiving) 
                Savings: $10.00 in memory of Irene Gunlogson for online worship resources. 
 

 
Merv Anderson Emily Morton   
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson  Shirlee Gabbert 
Lynette Christie  Brenda Knutson  Bill and Karen Pohlen 
 

 
 

Next week we will welcome two young people to the Lord’s 
table for first communion.  Please include Braden Knutson 
and Haden Noyes and their families in your prayers this 
week:  
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