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In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of 
prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts 
of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a 
Gentile, and outsider, who is unflinching in her request that 
Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, 
how might our church extend its mission to those on the 
margins on society? In our gathering around word and 

meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

 
 GATHERING   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin.  
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.         
C. Amen.  
P. Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another.  
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  
P. Loving God,  
C. we confess that we have not loved You with our whole hearts; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  We have failed to worship You with our whole being 
and to share the abundance of grace You give us.  We have acted out of selfish 
ambition rather than the interests of others; we have nursed grudges rather than 
seeking reconciliation and peace.  Forgive us and renew in us the mind of Christ 
Jesus, that we may live according to Your will. Amen. 

P. Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 
mercy of Almighty God, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; and for His 
sake, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, 

and the  Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:1a, 5b, 8b)       
C. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. God of all peoples, Your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon You. Teach 

us as disciples of Your Son to love the world with compassion and faithfulness, that 
Your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C. Amen.  
 WORD  

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness 
and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category.  
Thus says the LORD: 
Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon My salvation will come, 
 and My deliverance be revealed. 
6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
 to minister to Him, to love the name of the LORD, 
 and to be His servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
 and hold fast My covenant— 
7these I will bring to My holy mountain, 
 and make them joyful in My house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on My altar; 
for My house shall be called a house of prayer 
 for all peoples. 
8Thus says the Lord GOD, 
 Who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
 besides those already gathered. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 67  
May God be merciful to us and bless us, 
show us the light of His countenance, and come to us. 
 2Let Your ways be known upon earth, 
 Your saving health among all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
let all the peoples praise You. 
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
 for You judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth.  
5Let the peoples praise You, O God 
let all the peoples praise You. 
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6The earth has brought forth her increase; 
 may God, our own God, give us His blessing. 
7May God give us His blessing, 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of Him. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable, so that while all have been 
disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
[Paul writes:] I ask, then, has God rejected His people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not 
rejected His people whom He foreknew. 
 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they 
have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now 
receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that He may be merciful to 
all. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Matthew 15:21-28 
 
Jesus teaches His disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be pagan and unclean 
approaches Him for help. 
 
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But He did not answer her at 
all. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 
came and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat 
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great 
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.   
C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                      There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

  

  

  

 
 
 
2. There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good;  

there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in His blood. 
There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed;  
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the head. 

 
3. ‘Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all:  

greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take You at Your word,  
and our lives will be thanksgiving for the good ness of the Lord. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,  
 our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the  
 Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen   

 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
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 PRAYER  
 
OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER      
P. Gracious God,  
C. You open Your hand, filling our lives with all good things and renewing the face 

of the earth. We offer our gifts in thanksgiving for all that we have received from 
Your bounty. Accept them for the sake of Him who offered His life for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in 
the power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Unite us, O God, so that all who worship receive assurance and nourishment by faith. We 
pray for the Christian church around the world, for humility where the church is 
dominant, for courage where it is oppressed, and courage for those who suffer from 
religious persecution. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for your bountiful earth, for cleaner air, for the fields in which our food grows, for 
the renewal of lands and waters so that the mountains and valleys of Your good creation 
can be restored to the health You intend. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for the nations of the earth, for the peaceful resolution of disputes around the 
world, for just policies that care for the most vulnerable, and for the upcoming political 
conventions in our land. Empower us, O God, to advocate for those on the margins. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for all in need of healing, for the residents of Beirut and other distressed cities, for 
those suffering from hurricane damage, for those sick and dying of COVID-19, for the 
unemployed, for people without medical care, for medical workers and researchers, for the 
outcasts of our society, and for those we name here:  Merv, Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, 
Brenda, Bill, Karen and Tom. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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We pray for schools around the globe, for educators who must plan for the fall, and for 
children without the resources to access remote learning. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
In You we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregations of Bethel and 
Hemnes grace to find our lives refreshed in You. Accompany us as we continue to find our 
way forward and strengthen us to be advocates of Your love and peace in the world. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As You gather all the saints to 
Yourself, join us also with them on the great day of Your salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from Your love, we offer these prayers to 
You; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen.

 
 
 

 SENDING  
BLESSING   
P. Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. May you be rooted and grounded in His love. 

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.     C. Amen 
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SENDING HYMN                  Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 

 
 

 
 
 
2. The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease,  

sings music in the sinner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.  
 
3. He speaks, and list’ning to His voice, new life the dead receive;  

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 
4. Look unto Him, your Savior own, O fallen human race!  

Look and be saved through faith alone, be justified by grace!  
 
5. To God all glory, praise and love be and ever giv’n  

by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav’n. 
 
DISMISSAL   
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Those who Serve: 
Ministers: All the People of God   Presider: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Camera:  Josh Sumption     Musician: Lou Knutson 
 
 
How to reach us: 
Church Office: 507-296-4658     Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558   
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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The picture on the “cover” is “Canaanite Woman” from Tres Riches Heures de Duc de Berry, early 15th 
century. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, Bethel and 
Hemnes continue to have recurring expenses. Please remember to give financially to 
support the ministry of our congregations. For Bethel, you may mail your offering to the 
church office or give online at http://bit.ly/givebethel 
 

 
Merv Anderson Emily Morton   
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson  Shirlee Gabbert 
Lynette Christie  Brenda Knutson   
Bill and Karen Pohlen 
Tom Gawrecki 

 
 
 

Bethel Church council and boards will meet on Monday 
August 17th at 7:30 pm at the church 
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