
Noah, the Ark, and the Promise to All Creation: Genesis 6-9 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood You saved the chosen, and in the 

wilderness of temptation You protected Your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism, 

keep us steadfast in Your Word and, when we fall, raise us again and restore us. May Your holy 

angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C. Amen 
 
Vocabulary  

Covenant – in the Old Testament, a formal agreement between God and his people. Usually, a 

covenant is an agreement in which both sides have responsibilities, or make promises to the other. 

Two types of covenants:  

Unconditional or eternal – can never be broken, does not require reciprocation, essentially one-sided 

(that is, God keeps it no matter what the people do). 

Conditional – one that might be broken if the people fail to comply, but even then, there is the 

presumption that the covenant will be restored when they repent. 

Chiasm or Chiastic structure or pattern – a writing technique that involves parallels either to 

reinforce the message or to set off a central message.  

 

The Story so far… 
 
This narrative is the culmination of a story of increasing human sinfulness that begins in Genesis 3 

with the fall of Adam and Eve. 

Sin results in disharmony –  

• between humans and other creatures (I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel. Gen. 3:15) 

• between male and female (I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall 

bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you. Gen 

3:16) 

• between humans and their work (Because you have . . . eaten of the tree about which I commanded 

you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the 

days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of 

the field. Gen 3:17-18) 

 

Chapter 4 – disharmony intensifies when the first murder – that of a brother – takes place.  

Chapter 5 is a genealogy which makes the link from Adam’s generation to Noah’s, and highlights 

the downward spiral of humanity. 

Chapter 6:1-8 tells of the breaking of God’s harmonious world – divine beings (sons of God) laying 

with human women, breaking the boundary between heaven and earth. So the whole cosmos 

thrown into disorder and humanity is so broken that God regrets having created it in the first place. 

So – Genesis 6:5 lays out the problem: The LORD saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the 

earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 

Genesis 6:6 is God’s reaction: And the LORD was sorry that He had made humankind on the earth, and it 

grieved Him to His heart. 



Then we get to the part of the story we all know – God finds that Noah is the only righteous person 

left, tells him to build an ark and fill it with animals, it rains, the flood covers the earth, eventually it 

goes down and the people and animals come out of the ark. Afterwards, Noah offers a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, and God makes the first promise. Genesis 8:21-22. (The whole story is a chiasm!) 

 

Here is our reading – Genesis 9:8-17 
 
Recipients of the Covenant (vv. 8-10) 
 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for Me, I am establishing My covenant with 

you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 

domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  
 

• The covenant is not with Noah and his family alone, but with “every living creature” and down in 

v.16 “all flesh.” 

 

The Content of the Covenant (v. 11) 
 

11 I establish My covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 

and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
 

• This is not a conditional covenant but an eternal one. It is a promise from God. Isaiah 54:9-10 

describes this covenant as a divine oath. God is the subject of all the verbs, nothing is said about what 

human beings should do. 

 

The Sign of the Covenant, in chiastic form (vv.12-17)  

A 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between Me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set My bow in the clouds, and it 

shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.  
 

B 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember 

My covenant that is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh;  
 

C and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
 

B’ 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  
 
A’ 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between Me and all 

flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

What do we learn about God? 
  

1. God feels sin deeply.  

The regret God feels about the state of the world in Gen 6:5-6 is stunning. He sees that “every 

inclination of the thoughts of [human] hearts was only evil continually.” But God’s response is 

not one of anger or revenge. God is “sorry that He had made humankind, and it grieved Him to 

His heart.” The flood is not an act of revenge, but out of grief over the breaking of the 

relationship between God and humankind. 

2. God still wants to be in relationship with human beings. 

God still makes the covenant with humans (and the earth) knowing that “the inclination of the 

human heart is evil from youth,” (8:21). Even though we haven’t changed, God decides to be in 



covenant relationship with us anyway. And this is still all one-sided – God is the only one 

making promises here. 

3. God remembers His covenants 

God remembering is not, “Oh, yeah. I remember that!” ‘Remembering’ for God involves action 

in reference to the covenant. A couple examples: 

Exodus 2:24 

God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

God initiates the action of freeing His people from Egypt. Exodus 6:5 says essentially the 

same thing.  

Genesis 8:1 

But God remembered Noah … in the ark. And God made … the waters [subside]. 

4. God will have to find a different way to deal with the problem of sin and evil. 

God promised not to wipe out humanity again. God is imposing limitations on Himself – on His 

options. Because God keeps His promises, even though He would be able to do something (wipe 

out humanity), He cannot do that and still be faithful. So, while there will still be judgment – 

consequences for sin – it will be limited. 

5. God is willing to continue suffering for His creation. 

That God is willing to make the covenant knowing that people will continue to sin, and given 

how deeply that sin “grieves Him to His heart” (6:6), means that God is choosing to suffer 

rather than to destroy. That God is willing to continue opening up His heart to the world, and to 

us, means that He is willing to bear that suffering for the future of the world. 
 
What does this mean for us? 
  

1. God will continue to seek us out in order to be in relationship with us. 

Because of the promise to Noah, God will not destroy us. Even though He knows we are sinful, 

God will not give up, will not stop loving us, will keep on restoring us back into right 

relationship. 

2. This is the Jesus’ willing death on the cross for us is so important.  

Jesus’ suffering and dying for us is a continuation of the suffering of God’s heart for us. But in 

Jesus’ death, we are forgiven – put right with God – and therefore saved. This is the new way 

God has chosen to deal with our sin and evil in the world. The “new covenant” – which we will 

talk about at the end of this study. 

3. This is where Baptism comes in. 

1 Peter 3:18 ff. Peter insists that Christ’s suffering is what brings us to God. And then he uses 

Noah as a metaphor. Noah was saved from the water, we are saved by water. The righteous 

(Noah) were saved from the water, the unrighteous (us) are saved by water in baptism. 

Luther insisted in the Small Catechism that water alone does nothing, it is “the word of God in 

and with the water … along with the faith which trusts this word of God.” The benefits of 

baptism, Luther said, are “forgiveness of sins, rescue from death and the devil, and eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.” 

We can see, here, how Peter links baptism to Noah – not only water, but the promise of God, 

the covenant, which God gave Noah, and the covenant of forgiveness and salvation that God 

gives us in baptism. 

 

 

  



This study is heavily indebted to the commentaries on WorkingPreacher.org  

 

Genesis 

Terence Fretheim  

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-in-lent-

2/commentary-on-genesis-98-17-2 

Elizabeth Webb 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-in-lent-

2/commentary-on-genesis-98-17 

Cameron Howard 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-in-lent-

2/commentary-on-genesis-98-17-3 

 

1 Peter 

Karl Jacobson 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/first-sunday-in-lent-

2/commentary-on-1-peter-318-22-2 

 

Covenants 

http://www.bibleodyssey.org/passages/related-articles/covenant-in-the-hebrew-bible 

 

Chiastic Structure 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiastic_structure#Use_in_Hebrew_Bible 
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