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On this day the Lord has acted! On the first day of the week God began creation, transforming darkness into 
light. On this, the “eighth day” of the week, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead and all of creation is renewed. 

We celebrate this new creation in the waters of baptism and in the feast of victory. The community formed in the 
resurrected Christ goes out from font and table with Christ’s mission to heal, liberate, and forgive in a broken 

and hurting world. In the fifty days of Easter rejoicing, the Church asks the question: How does our baptism send 
us forth in joyful service to the world?  

May the blessings of the Risen Lord be yours this day and always. “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 
  

  
  

 
 

 LITURGY OF LIGHT  
Please Rise.   

 
P. Dear Friends in Christ: . . . The Lord be with you.    
C. And also with you.   
 
P. Let us pray. O God . . .  through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C. Amen  

The inscription on the Paschal Candle is traced by the Presiding Minister. 
 
P. Jesus Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending. He is the Alpha and 

Omega; all time and all ages belong to Him. To Him be glory and dominion through all ages 
of eternity.      

C. Amen   
The Paschal Candle is lighted.  

 
P. May the light of Christ Who rises this day in glory scatter the darkness of our hearts and 

minds. Let us pray. Almighty God . . .  through Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C. Amen  

As the Paschal candle is raised, the Presiding Minister proclaims the resurrection:  
 

P. (boldly) Christ is Risen!  
C. (boldly) He is risen indeed!  
 
  

The Paschal candle (from the Greek word “pascha,” meaning “Passover”) has been used in 

the Church since AD 513. It is marked with Christ’s cross and symbol — Alpha and Omega 

(the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, representing Christ as the beginning and 

ending of all things.) It is set with five nails, remembering the five wounds on Christ’s body. 

It participates in the reality to which it points — from Easter until Pentecost, this candle is 

the “light of Christ.” The Paschal Candle will shine as our symbol of the resurrection 

throughout the Easter season, and at all baptisms and at all funerals throughout the year. 
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OPENING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

  

  

  

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
P. (boldly) Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C. (boldly) He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
P. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia!  
C. He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia!  
 
P. God has claimed us as his own.  
C. God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day.   
 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   
C. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast of Victory for Our God  
 

Pastor:  

 
Congregation: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. Let us pray. O God, You gave Your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by His glorious resurrection You delivered us from the power of death. Make us die 
every day to sin, that we may live with Him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.. 

C. Amen. 
 

 LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 10:34–43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message 
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, Whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the 
prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” 
 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in 
every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him. 36 You know 
the message He sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — He is Lord of 
all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
Him. 39 We are witnesses to all that He did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put Him to 
death by hanging Him on a tree; 40 but God raised Him on the third day and allowed Him to 
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that He is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 
prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins 
through His name.” 
 
L.  The Word of the Lord.   C.  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;  
His mercy endures forever. 
 2 Let Israel now proclaim, 
 “His mercy endures forever.” 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, 
and He has become my salvation. 
 15 There is a sound of exultation and victory 
 in the tents of the righteous: 
16 “The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! 
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
 and declare the works of the LORD.  
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18 The LORD has punished me sorely, 
but He did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
 I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
20 “This is the gate of the LORD; 
he who is righteous may enter.” 
 21 I will give thanks to You, for You answered me 
 and have become my salvation.  
22 The same stone which the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 This is the LORD’S doing, 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the LORD has acted; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and 
motivation for our lives, since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
 
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ Who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 
 
L.  The Word of the Lord.  C.  Thanks be to God 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: St. Mark  
P. The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Him. 2 And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they looked up, 
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered 
the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 
were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 
Who was crucified. He has been raised; He is not here. Look, there is the place they laid Him. 7 
But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
Him, just as He told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement 
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.   
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks 
 

  

  

  

 
 
THE NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through Him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  He came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 He became incarnate from the  
 Virgin Mary, and was made man.   
 For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 He suffered death and was buried.  
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On the third day He rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the  Father.  
 He will come again in glory  to judge the  living and the dead,  
  and His kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
On this day of rejoicing, we pray for the life of the church, the world, and all people in any need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Praise to You for Your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill Your Church with the power of 
Your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Praise to You for Your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with Your life. Bring it 
to blossom and flourish and through the beauty of creation remind us of Your persistent grace. 
Cultivate our care for what You have made. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Praise to You for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with Your peace. 
Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new 
beginnings. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Praise to You for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or 
confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve, especially 
Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Bill and Karen Pohlen, Bill Ningen, Carol, Sylvia and Jim and Norma, and 
Brad. Assure them of Your promises. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
Praise to You for the joy of Your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called Your 
beloved in baptism. Inspire us to reach out to our neighbors in meaningful ways and bring the 
joys of community to a wider family of people. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
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Praise to You for Your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, feed us with 
the bread of life and bring us with all your saints to the feast that has no end. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to You, trusting in Your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
OFFERING/ OFFERTORY He Is Arisen, Glorious Word   

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER   
P. Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
C. Day by day You shower us with blessings. As You have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise You and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    
P. The Lord be with you.  C. And also with you. 
 
P. Lift up your hearts.  C. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
P. Holy God, mighty Lord … even to giving His life. 
C. Amen. 
P. In the night in … the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
P. Send now, we pray … inheritance with all Your saints in light. 
C. Amen.  
 
P.  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  
C. Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those Who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 
 
POST–COMMUNION BLESSING   
P. The body and blood of our Lord … and keep you in His grace. 
C. Amen 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
P. Life-giving God . . . Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C. Amen 
 
SOLEMN BLESSINGS OF EASTER   
P. May Almighty God … all sin.     

C.  Amen  
 
P. Through the resurrection … eternal life.  

C.  Amen  
 

We have an open table at Bethel. All who are baptized and believe that this is indeed the 

Body and Blood of Christ, given for you for the forgiveness of sins is welcome at the Lord’s 

table. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. We will commune by single 

station this morning. Please follow the directions of the ushers. The clear liquid in the 

communion trays is grape juice.  
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P. You have mourned … lasts forever.       

C.  Amen  
 
P. May almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C. Amen  
 
CLOSING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 
 

  

  

 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
P. Christ is Risen! 
C. He is Risen indeed!  
P. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
Those who serve: 
Ministers: All the people of God  Presider: Rev. Ellen Munter 
Organist: Lou Knutson     Reader: Terry Dybsetter 
Camera: Josh Sumption   Projection: James Kamrath/Kendon Knutson 
Sound Room: Ken Jeremiason and Jerome Bruns 
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How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com 

 
 
 Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Carol Moon, Sylvia & Jim Pridal 
Brad Danielson, Norma Dovre 
 

 
We wish to thank the following families for their gift of flowers  

to beautify our Easter Altar. 
 

 A lily given by Paula Syltie and family in memory of Hans and Elvina Syltie. 

 A flowering plant given by Paula Syltie, Mike and Lindsey in memory of Harvey Syltie. 

 A lily given by Pastor Munter in memory of her grandparents. 

 Spring flowers given in memory of Gilbert and Neva Kamrath by the Randy and Anna 
Kamrath family. 

 A flowering plant given in memory of Lois Widman and Maria Knutson by the Mike and 
Brenda Knutson and family. 

 
 

The Icon of the Resurrection 
(the picture on the cover) 

 
In the Icon, Jesus Christ stands victoriously in the center, robed in Heavenly white, surrounded by what looks like an aura. This 

is called a mondoria (Italian for almond) and represents the Glory of God. Christ is shown dramatically pulling Adam and Eve from 
their tombs. This humble surrender to Jesus is all Adam and Eve need to do, and all they are able to do. They cannot raise or save 
themselves Christ does it for them which is why He is pulling Adam and Eve from their tombs by the wrists, and not the hands. And 
notice the marks on Christ’s hands and feet. Though Christ is resurrected, He is also always the Crucified One, and bears the marks 
of the crucifixion on His body. 

Surrounding the victorious Christ on His right are John the Baptist, King David and King Solomon (members of Christ’s 
family). On His left are those who predeceased Christ’s crucifixion Abel (the shepherd boy), Moses and Isaiah and others who 
descended to Hades, where they patiently waited the coming of their Messiah. Now they are freed from this underworld, and mingle 
freely with Christ and His angels. 

And what of this underworld, Hades? It is shown in the aftershock of Christ’s descent into its heart in utter chaos. This is 
known as the “Harrowing of Hades.” “Harrow” comes from the Old English word used to describe the ploughing of a field with a 
cultivator which is dragged roughly over the ground, churning it up. In the icon, Christ is shown standing on the gates of Hades, 
smashed wide open. Often they are shown laying in the shape of the Cross. Within the dark underworld are scattered broken chains 
and locks, to show that Christ has freed us from the bondage of death; and at the very bottom is the personified Hades, prostrate and 
bound. Hades is not destroyed it is still there but its power to bind people is gone.  


