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With Mary, the church hears these words: Do not be 
afraid, you have found favor with God. You, the 
people of God. You, the baptized Christian. In an 
anxious and uncertain world, you need not be fearful, 
the Lord is with you. With these words of consolation, 
we also hear Mary’s response: I am the servant of the 
Lord. Baptized into the Lord’s death and 
resurrection, and strengthened by His body and 

blood, we are sent into the world to witness to God’s favor for all creation.  
Today we remember Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, 1552.  

  
 GATHERING  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
P. In the name of the Father,  the Son and the Holy Spirit.   
C. Amen. 
 
P. As people called out of darkness, let us confess our sins and seek mercy from the God 

of justice and righteousness. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
P. God of steadfastness and love 
C. we confess that we love the works of darkness more than Your light. We have 

sought to satisfy our deepest longings through material things of creation rather 
than through You, our Creator. We are quick to judge others, yet we fail to see 
our own shortcomings. We ignore the cries of the poor and grow weary of 
working for justice. Restore us, O God; let Your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved. Amen. 

P. With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us, Christ, the dawn from on 
high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of 
peace. In the name of Jesus Christ and by His authority, I declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins. Almighty God keep you in the grace of Christ Jesus, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit  fill you with joy and hope. 

C. Amen. 
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GREETING   
P. From the One Who was, and Who is, and Who is to come. Grace and peace be with 

you all.       
C. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE    
P. O Lord, have mercy and come to us.   
C. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
P. O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You 

close and no one can open.  
C. Come and rescue the prisoners who are in the shadow of death.  
 
P. O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting,  
C. Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness.  
 
P. O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all people, 
C. Come and save us all, whom You formed out of clay.  
 
P. O Emmanuel, our King and our Lawgiver, the anointed of the nations and their Savior.  
C. Come and save us, O Lord our God.  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                   O Come, O Come Emmanuel.   
Oh, come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P. Stir up Your power, Lord Christ, and come. With Your abundant grace and might, free 

us from the burden of our sins, that we may willingly bear Your redeeming love to all 
the world, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C. Amen 
 

 WORD  
 
FIRST READING. 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 
Instead of David building a house – a temple – for the Lord, the Lord promises to establish David’s house – 
a dynasty – forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, 
however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, the 
Lord’s anointed. 
 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a 
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house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
 4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell My servant 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build Me a house to live in? 6 I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among 
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built Me a 
house of cedar?” 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to My servant David: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over My 
people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over My people Israel; 
and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the 
LORD will make you a house. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before Me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for You, Lord, have looked with favor on Your lowly servant. 
 From this day all generations will call me blessed; 
49You, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
 and holy is Your name. 
50You have mercy on those who fear You, 
 from generation to generation.   
51You have shown strength with Your arm; 
 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
 and lifting up the lowly. 
53You have filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
54You have come to the aid of Your servant Israel, 
 to remember the promise of mercy, 
55the promise made to our forebears, 
 to Abraham and his children forever.   
 
SECOND READING. Romans 16:25–27 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 
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Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all of creation. 
 
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26 but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith — 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: St. Luke 1:26–38 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people  like Mary from 
little-known places like Nazareth.  This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a 
stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in his gospel. 
 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name Him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to Him the throne of His ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  
 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; He will be called Son of God. 
36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.    
C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY    The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
 

  
                4    Of       her,        Em  -  man     -   u    -   el,         the       Christ,         was             born 
 

  
                   in      Beth    -    le  -  hem        all        on           a          Christ     -     mas     morn,     
 

  
               And  Chris  -  tian   folk     through -  out       the   world     will    ev   -  ver      say: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven; 
  

Glo                     -              ri   -   a! 



6 
 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 

 PRAYER  
 
OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P. Let us pray.  Lord God, 
C. accept the offerings we bring this day, the work of our hands, the gifts of our 

labor, our lives to serve You. Gladden our hearts as we watch for Your coming and 
help us to share that joy with all the world. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of power and might, fulfill Your promise and come quickly to our weary world. Hear 
our prayers for joy, healing, and comfort for all God’s people. 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, Your eternal reign has come into the world. Give us ears to hear Your call 
to serve Your kingdom, and send us out to those who are hurting and in need of good 
news. Hear us, O God.    C.  Your mercy is great. 
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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Creator God, You created the mystery and beauty of the earth. Replenish rivers, lakes, 
seas, and all bodies of water, so that plants, animals, and humans can have life and be 
refreshed. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, You bring down the powerful and raise up the lowly. Where war rages, 
shatter hatred with forgiveness and peace. Where fear rules, make Your all-powerful and 
eternal presence known. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, You fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. 
Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of 
advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their 
neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, You remember us with mercy, as You have done for all generations. Fill us, 
comfort us, strengthen us, and enlighten us. Surround all who are in need of healing in 
body, mind, or spirit with Your healing presence. We pray especially for Merv, Emily, 
Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, Bill and Karen Pohlen, Bill Ningen, Gail, Tom, Carol, Dick and Jim. 
Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, You are faithful to the promises You made to our forebears. We give thanks 
for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, 
planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served You. With Your servants 
throughout time, women and men, old and young, unite us forever in Your reign of peace 
and joy. Hear us, O God. 
C. Your mercy is great. 
 
We raise our prayers to You, O God, in the name of the One Who is, Who was, and Who 
is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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 SENDING  
 
BENEDICTION 
P.  In all your Advent preparations, remain watchful with your eyes on Christ, Whose 

birth in a manger is but a promise of His coming again in glory. And may the blessing of 

God, Father,  Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.  

C. Amen  
 
CLOSING HYMN       Joy to the World    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
2. No more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
 He comes to  make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
 Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
3. He rules the world with truth and grace and make the nations prove 
 The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
DISMISSAL  
P. The coming of the Lord is near. Come, Lord, and do not tarry.  
C. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
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Those who Serve. 
Ministers.  All the People of God  Presiding. Pastor Munter 
Organist.  Terry Dybsetter   Reader.  
Camera: Josh Sumption    Projection: James Kamrath 
 
How to reach us. 
 
Church Office. 507-296-4658 Pastor’s House. 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell. 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Pastor’s email. pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email. bethellutheran@frontier.com 
Bethel web page. www.bethelofporter.com 
 

 
 
Merv Anderson, Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Lynette Christie, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Gail Sumption, Tom Gawerecki, Carol Moon,  
Dick Anderson, Jim Moeller 
 

 
Christmas Eve worship will be held both in person and online. We will 
be having two services – at 1:00 pm and at 5:30 pm. Both services will be 
live streamed. We are asking that you please sign up for which service 
you would like to attend. We are capping attendance at 30 people per 
service. You can sign up by emailing Bethel or by texting or calling 
Pastor Munter.  
 

 
 

 
Blue Christmas Service 
 
We will have a Blue Christmas Service at Bethel on  
today at 6:00 p.m.  This service if for everyone who is struggling or 
feeling down this holiday season. Or who would like to spend some 
time in prayer and scripture and quiet in the midst of Christmas 
preparations during this extraordinary year. Please join us in person 
or online. 
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Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church. Affectionately known as 
Katie, she took vows as a nun, but around age twenty-four she and several 
other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin Luther left the 
convent. She later married Luther and they had six children. She proved 
herself a gifted household manager and became a trusted partner. She was 
so influential that Luther took to calling her, “my lord Katie.” 
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