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We are doing it again—School Kits 

for Lutheran World Relief  

 
 and 

You Can Help! 
 

Imagine having to choose between a meal or 

purchasing a notebook.  School Kits are sent 

to places where even the few required school 

supplies may be more than a family can afford. 

Pencils and paper can help write a positive fu-

ture. 

The kits will be assembled in September with additional 
supply information on page 6. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be ”Shipwrecked” this 

summer at VBS!! The dates are July 23-

26 and you can sign up to attend or to 

volunteer at vbspro.events/p/bethel2018  

Or call Tracy Wente (296-4623) or 

Carmon Mamer (296-7751). 

 

We will be needing lots of volunteers 

both before and during VBS, but you 

don’t need to sign up for all four days.  

Even if you are only available for one or 

two days, sign up!   

Everyone’s help is welcome! 

  
 

https://vbspro.events/p/bethel2018
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Bethel Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 126 

2429 County Hwy 16 

Porter, MN 56280 
 

Telephone: (507) 296-4658 

 

Office Hours at the Church: 

1st, 2nd & 4th Tues—9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

3rd Wed—9:30a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

E-mail address: bethellutheran@frontier.com 

Website: bethelofporter.com 

 

Pastor  Rev. Ellen Munter 

  296-4558 (home) 507-828-1000 (cell) 

  Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 

 

Your Church Officers 

President Lance Moeller 296-4634 

Vice President      Mike Knutson 507-829-2767  

Treasurer Virginia Thomsen 223-7918 

Financial Sec. Josh Sumption 296-4497 

Secretary Sue Alley 507-530-1628 

 

Deacons 

Anna Kamrath, Chair         507-530-5558 

Martha Melrose 296-4515 

Craig Petersen 296-4483 

Terry Dybsetter                             296-4401 

Sara Wollum  223-5844 

 

Trustees 

Jerome Bruns, Chair    296-4645 

Tom Gawerecki 224-2267 

Roger Longhenry 296-4422 

Bob Merritt Jr         296-4436  

Curt Blumeyer 223-7339 

 

 

Board of Education 

Tracy Wente, Chair 296-4623 

Anna Noyes  296-4477  

Carmon Mamer                223-7751 

Darcy Bruns  223-7395 

Megan Syltie  296-4660 

 

Custodian 

Lou Knutson  296-4489 

 

 

If you have any corrections or additions,  

please contact the church office at 296-4658, or  

email: bethellutheran@frontier.com. If your name 

does not appear in the month of your birthday, it 

means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks! 

July Birthdays 
 

2nd Dawn Gawerecki 

3rd Harvey Melrose 

4th Bill Ningen 

5th Paige Fliss 

6th Evan Meier 

9th Brenda Knutson 

10th Ben Syltie, Beatrice 

Heise 

11th Josh Sumption, Carter 

Schrunk 

12th Heidi Cottingham, Maya 

Frank 

16th Nancy Longhenry 

17th Darlene Moeller 

18th Carmon Mamer 

19th Doug Anderson 

20th  Paula Syltie 

21st Rachel Wollum 

25th Bonnie Merritt 

28th Hailie Moeller, Maya 

Wente 

30th Michelle Evjen 

31st Andrea Weisbond, Jessica 

Moeller, Karen Evjen 

 
 

 

 

August Birthdays 

 
2nd Claire Pronk, Ellen 

Munter, Lana Syltie 

3rd Lillie Wollum 

4th  Morgan Crowser, Corey 

Schmidt, Wyatt Hurt 

5th  Carter Wente 

9th  Addison Petersen 

13th Tanya Larson 

15th Michael Baer, Jody 

McLain 

16th Anthony Wollum 

19th Kaitlyn DeVos, LuWayne 

Olson 

20th Jean Hanzlik 

21st Mikayla Anderson 

22nd Barb Pronk, Grant An-

derson, Jacob Knutson 

24th William Longhenry 

26th Michael Evjen, Marlo 

Sumption, Lexie Schrunk 
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Mary Magdalene is mentioned by name twelve times in the gospels, more 

than most of the apostles. And in all four gospels, she is one of the women 

who witnesses the crucifixion, is at the burial of 

Jesus in Matthew, Mark and Luke, and is present 

at the empty tomb in every gospel. Clearly, she 

was important to the early church and was a key 

figure among the apostles. In fact, as she was the 

one to bring the news of the resurrection to the 

other disciples in St. John’s gospel, the Eastern  

Orthodox have named her isapostolos—the equal  

of the apostles. Bernard of Clairvaux (d. 1153) named her “the apostle to the 

apostles” for the same reason. Yet there is relatively little known about her, 

and much speculation and controversy. 

Magdalene is not Mary’s last name. Rather, it probably refers to the town of 

her birth, Magdala. Magdala was a small village on the Sea of Galilee.  She 

must have been a woman of some wealth, because St. Luke’s gospel lists her 

along with several other women who supported Jesus’ ministry financially. 

She is also listed as one who had been cured of evil spirits—seven demons had 

been driven out of her (Luke 8:1-3). But that, as well as her presence during 

the crucifixion and at the resurrection are all we know about her from scripture. She has been conflated 

with either Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus (whose commemoration is July 29) who pours per-

fume on Jesus before he goes to his death, and/or the sinful woman who weeps at Jesus’ feet and dries 

them with her hair. But Mary was quite a common name, and there is no evidence these women were 

one and the same. Another popular notion was that she was a prostitute. This description of her goes 

back to at least the 300s! As does the controversy surrounding her—was she a prostitute? A “loose wom-

an?” The wife of Jesus? There is no evidence for any of these readings, though they have persisted in the 

West almost since the beginning.  

What is known, or can be confidently supposed, is that her life changed 

radically after Jesus cured her. She spent her time and resources sup-

porting Jesus and His ministry, and was a faithful follower, as can be 

seen by her presence at His death. She is an example of the important 

ministry of women to Christ and to the Church. But what I think is 

probably the biggest reason she is remembered is her grieving at the 

tomb that Easter morning. We can all connect with her in that moment 

of sorrow and isolation. And that Jesus comes to her and calls her name, 

definitively counting her as one of His flock (John 10:3-5), speaks to all 

of us who are hurting. Just as Jesus came to Mary Magdalene, so He 

comes to us, speaking our names, calling us to follow.  

Mary is often depicted in Orthodox icons holding an egg. Eggs represent 

new life, and Christ bursting forth from the tomb. One tradition con-

cerning Mary Magdalene says that following the death and resurrection 

of Jesus, she used her position to gain an invitation to a banquet given 

by the Roman Emperor Tiberius. When she met him, she held a plain 

egg in her hand and exclaimed, “Christ is risen!” The Emperor laughed, 

and said that Christ rising from the dead was as likely as the egg in her 

hand turning red while she held it. Before he finished speaking, the egg in 

her hand turned a bright red and she continued proclaiming the Gospel to the entire imperial house. 

May we, too, have the courage to proclaim the gospel as Mary did. 

In Christ,  Pastor Munter 

Here Mary is holding a jar of 

Myrrh as well as an egg.  

Mary telling the disciples,  

“I have seen the Lord!”  



 
 

The Church Council and Board reports for  
June 2018 

Council Members please note:  
July Council meeting is Sunday,  

July 22, following worship. 
Trustees: 

The following discussion/decisions were made: 

The Trustees discussed and approved the monthly bills. 

The trustees discussed the new insurance for Proposed bid increased. 

The trustees discussed that the organ repairman will be coming to work on the organ.   

The trustees discussed that our monthly giving is very short by approximately 12,500.00 in 6 
months (or approximately 2,080/month) 

 

Bob Merritt, Tom Gawerecki, and Jerome Bruns 

Deacons 

 Deacon of the Month: Anna Kamrath 

 Food Shelf:  Canby 

 Communion Dates for Bethel will be July 1,8,22 (Hemnes will not have church on July 4th) 

 The Deacons decided to collect for school kits for LWR starting in July. 

 Pastor Ellen will take vacation from July 27—August 9th.  Pulpit fill will be needed for 
August 1, 5, and 8.  Pastor will contact Janice Zimmerman.   

 Discussed the need to have someone deliver the products to the Lincoln County food 
shelf. 

 Rally Sunday will be celebrated on September 9th.   

  Members Present:    Terry, Anna, Sara, Martha & Craig  

  
Board of Education: 

 

The Board of Education ordered the VBS material. They also discussed helpers and the VBS 
schedule.   

 

Submitted by Carmon Mamer 
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Bridal Shower for Wendy Andersen 

bride-to-be of Kyle Mamer 

July 28th , 11:00 am at P K Egan's 

All are welcome! 

The couple is registered at “Bed Bath 

and Beyond” and “J C Penney’s” 

 

 

 

 

Come join us for a shower honoring Kayla Barton bride to be 

of Kyle DeVos, Saturday,  

 August 11, 2018, Bethel Lutheran Church Social Hall, Porter, 

9am -10:30am. 

(Kayla and Kyle are registered on Amazon or they would also 

like gift cards to Menards or True Value, to help remodel their 

house.) 

 

News of Note! 
 

The Baby Grand Piano has arrived!!  It’s beautiful and will be a 

great addition to our worship!!  

Check it out on Bethel’s facebook page! 

 

Bethel has an upright piano to giveaway.  Please call the church office if you 
are interested. 
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LWR SCHOOL KITS 
  Bethel will again be assembling school kits for Lutheran World Relief in September.  Now 
is the time to make back to school purchases as currently stores are promoting school 
supplies at a discount.  We have some backpacks remaining from last year.  

  

GUIDELINES 

• Please give new items only. 

• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols,  

messages or your group’s name. 

• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag,  

patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed  

forces, including camouflage.  

• Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.  

• Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.  

  

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH SCHOOL KIT 

4 - 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper,  

   approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper 

1 - 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters  

   on one side and inches on the other 

1 - pencil sharpener 

1 - pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with  

   embedded steel blades work well) 

5 - unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;  

   secure together with a rubber band 

5 - black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink);  

   secure together with a rubber band 

1 - box of 16 or 24 crayons 

1 - 2 ½” eraser 

1 - sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps  

   (no standard backpacks) - If you would like to purchase backpacks, there is a list of vendors 
available. 

Bring items to Bethel anytime and leave in the baskets and boxes in the Narthex. 
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 Can You Help?  
The Food Shelves in our area continue to need you help.  
Bethel has two ways that you can assist. 

 

1.  Continue to bring donations to the church and place 
them in the bin by the stairway. 
 

2.  Volunteer to deliver the donations to the individual 
food shelves.   

 

Bethel continues to collect food for the local food shelves every month alternating 
between Ivanhoe and Canby.   The food is delivered by volunteers and we are 
currently in need of a volunteer to deliver food donations to the Ivanhoe food 
shelf.  If you are able to assist, please contact the office.  Thanks.      

Your donations continue to support the needs of our local community. 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran church has been involved with help-

ing refugees entering this country since 1939. 

They are currently at work at the southern border 

helping children who have been separated from 

their parents. They have provided care for about 

150 children and are in need of assistance. You 

can click on the LIRS logo to go to their website if 

you would like to donate. They also have a very 

good FAQ about the situation at the border which may answer some 

questions you might have. You can find it at their website, 

www.lirs.org, or by clicking here. 
 

Please consider helping these children who are missing their parents 

and alone.   

https://www.lirs.org/blog/posts/faqs-family-separation#what%20is%20happening
https://www.lirs.org/


Miscellaneous Revenues 

The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special 
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Of-
ferings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s 
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church 
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget 
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not 
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These 
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not 
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses. 

  

The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget, or 
if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total. 

If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted 
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment 
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in 
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report. 

Please note 

As of the end of June, Bethel’s actual offering and other revenues are $11,186.80 behind what they need to be to 
cover our annual budget for the year. A total of $5,000 has already been transferred from our emergency reserves to 
pay bills in April and May. The summer months of June, July and August are traditionally our congregation’s toughest 
months financially. If you are able to help offset this shortfall, your generous support would be appreciated. 

 

 

Monthly Financial Update 
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Bethel Workgroup Schedule 
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Altar Workers for Sundays in July 

Pat Petersen 

Barb Anderson 

Altar Workers for Sundays in August 

Sandy Appelen 

Norma Dovre 

  
Group #1 

 
Linda and Jerome Bruns  296-4645 
Brenda and Mike Knutson  507-829-2767 
Paul and Darcy Bruns   507-530-0327 and 507-530-5036 
Rose and Dick Anderson  296-4440 
Marilyn and Waldo Petersen  223-5829 
Sue Alley    507-530-1628 
Marty and Meghan Syltie  296-4660 
Beryl and Ray Kuester  223-7935 
Bill Ningen    296-4693 
Josh Sumption   296-4497 
Tiffany Keating   223-5542 
Brian and Kassidy Emery  605-880-3569 
Matt & Victoria Bliss   605-941-4062 and 320-287-1050 
 
*Please note:  The first person or couple on the list are chair for the next funeral.  

Bethel saw eight youth attend Bible Camp and three 
young men and their sponsor attend the National 
Youth Gathering in Houston. We will be hearing from 
all (or most!) of them in a special edition of the news-
letter out later this month or early next month. It is 
your generosity that enabled many of these young peo-
ple to have these experiences and they want to let you 
know what it meant to them!  

 

In the meantime, here’s some exciting news: 

 

 



Worship Schedule 

Hemnes:  

7:00 pm Wednesday Worship  
 

Bethel: 

9:00 am Sunday Worship  

10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

Communion Worship: 

Bethel– July 1, 8, & 22.  Aug 5, & 12 

Hemnes – July 18, & 25.  Aug 22 & 29 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 

9:30 am—12:00 pm  Tuesdays 

Page 10 The Bethel Newsletter 

Coming Events 
 

July 22   Following worship    Boards/Council 

July 23-26   6-8:30 pm       VBS 

July  26  2:30 pm           Minneota Manor 

July 28  11:00 pm   (PK’s) Andersen/Mamer Shwr 

July 29  9:00 am           VBS Worship 

August 2  10:15am          Sylvan Worship 

August 6  10:15 am          Spiritual Reflections 

August 11 9-10:30 am  (Bethel) Barton/DeVos Shwr  

August 20  7:30 pm         Boards/Council 

August 21                Prairie Conference 

August 23  2:30 pm         Minneota Worship 

August 30   2:00 pm         Hendricks Worship  

July 1 
Pentecost 6 

 
Lamentations 3:22-33 

Psalm 30 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

St. Mark 5:21-43 

 
 

July 8 
Pentecost 7  

 
Ezekiel 2:1-5 

Psalm 123 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 61-13 

 

July 15 
Pentecost 8 

 
Amos 7:7-15 

Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

 

July 29 

Pentecost 10 
  

VBS @ Bethel 

July 22 
St. Mary Magdalene 

 
Ruth 1:6-18 

Psalm 73:23-28 

Acts 13:26-33 

John 20:1-2, 11-18 

  

August 5 
Pentecost 11 

  
2 Kings 4:42-44 

Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21  

August 12 
Pentecost 12  

  
Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 78:23-29 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

August 19 
Pentecost 13 

  
1 Kings 19:4-8 

Psalm 34:1-8 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2,  

John 6:35, 41-51  

August 26 
Pentecost 14 

  
Proverbs 9:1-6 

Psalm 34:9-14 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

John 6:51-58 

Pastor Munter is on 

vacation from July 

27th—August 9th. 
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