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Epiphany means “manifestation.” The Feast of Epiphany 
concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory 
revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, 
that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light 
of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ 
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed 
in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light 
of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.        

 GATHERING    
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross as the minister begins:  
P. In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Amen 
 
P. Through water and the Spirit God gives us new life. Let us confess our sin that we may 

be renewed in the covenant of baptism. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P. Strong and faithful God, 
C. we confess that we have not lived as the body of Christ in the world. We have 

veiled our hearts from Your light. We have resisted Your call to follow. We have 
failed to exercise Your gift of love. Forgive us for the sake of Christ, heal us with 
Your abundant grace, and help us walk as children of light. Amen 

 
P. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ came among us to proclaim release to the 

captives, to let the oppressed go free. Today the promise is fulfilled: I declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. May the Holy Spirit strengthen you to follow Christ in newness of life.     

C. Amen 
 
GREETING 
 
P. The light and love of God Who wonderfully made you, Who graciously redeemed you, 

Who calls you each by name, be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P. Lord God, on this day You revealed Your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 

Lead us now by faith to know Your Presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full 
vision of Your glory, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       C. Amen 

 
 WORD  

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6  
The long years of darkness are over. The prophet announces the end of exile in Babylon and looks forward 
to the restoration of the city of Jerusalem. God’s light, reflected in Israel, will draw caravans bearing 
treasure from all the nations who freely come to praise the Lord. 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and His glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14  
Give the king Your justice, O God, 
and Your righteousness to the king's son; 
 2that he may rule Your people righteously 
 and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
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and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 4He shall defend the needy among the people; 
 he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.  
5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another. 
 6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
 like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, 
 and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  
11All kings shall bow down before him, 
and all the nations do him service. 
 12For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, 
 and the oppressed who has no helper. 
13He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
 14He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, 
 and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul 
and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. The 
light of Christ shines upon all people. 
 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for 
you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ.  5In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has 
now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles 
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel.   

7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of His power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 
9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose that He has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
Whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in Him. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL: St. Matthew 2:1-12 
The rich symbolism of this story—the magi, a star in the east, Herod’s plots—announces the prophetic 
hope for an epiphany or revelation that God has entered into our history as one of us. 
 
C. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the Child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed His star at its rising, and have come to pay Him homage.”  3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd My people Israel.’ ”   

7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the Child; and when you have found Him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay Him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the Child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were over-whelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they knelt 
down and paid Him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered Him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY      Bright and Glorious Is the Sky 
 

 
         5   Guid  -  ed        by      the        star     they   found             Him     Whose praise  the  

         6   And     this      star,     as        bright    as       day,              that        will   nev  -   er   
  

 
               ag    -   es       sound.         We        too    have     a            star         to    guide    us 

              lead        a    -   stray          with        its    mes  -  sage         so         ap -  peal  -  ling, 
  

 
             which   for  -  ev   -   er          will       pro - vide     us          with       the   light     to 

               is        the    Word   of          God       re  -  veal  -  ing       Christ,    the   way,   the  
  

 
              find     our     Lord,        with     the   light     to         find          our             Lord. 

             truth,    the     life,         Christ    the   way,    the        truth,        the              life. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
He came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Encouraged by the radiant light of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ, let us pray with 
boldness and confidence for the church, the world and all those in need. 
A brief silence.  
 
Glorious God, we pray for all who are on a journey to find the source of grace and 
forgiveness, that like the magi they may be led to Christ and freely offer Him their gifts, 
Lord.in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
Show us Your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. Place wonder into the 
hearts of those who search the skies and explore the heavens. Curb waste and pollution, 
that all might have clean air to breathe. Lord.in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the mission of the church that, like the holy star of Bethlehem, we may be a 
beacon of hope, safety, and love for all who are seeking Your face, Lord.in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
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Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of Your dawn. Raise up advocates who 
champion the cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be generous that 
the poor and needy be sustained and victims of violence and oppression be restored. Grant 
wisdom to the new Congress of the United States. Lord in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
Come quickly with Your healing power for those who bear the burden of illness and long 
for healing, especially for all suffering from the coronavirus. We pray especially for Merv, 
Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, Bill & Karen Pohlen, Bill Ningen, Gail, Tom, Carol, Dick, 
and Bruce. May their health may be renewed, and may they see God’s holy light in our 
compassion and love. Restore exhausted medical workers. Lord.in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other roads. Guide refugees, 
immigrants and asylum seekers. Protect families fleeing conflict in their homelands or 
abuse in their homes. Tend to those who have no place to lay their heads. Lord.in Your 
mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
In thanksgiving for all those who bore Christ's light, revealing his glory, and who now rest 
in God's eternal peace, that we may follow their course until the day we stand with them 
as one holy people. Lord.in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, great God of heaven, we lay our prayers, trusting in your mercy through 
the one who showed us your face, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
P. Merciful God, 
C. as You have blessed us with many gifts, so receive now these offerings of ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as Your body, that we 
may be a light to all nations; for the sake of Him Who gave Himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
  

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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 MEAL  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
P. The Lord be with you.   C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts.   C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P. Blessed are You … Your mercy and might. 
C. Amen 
P. In the night …  and life-giving light. 
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P. By Your Spirit … both now and forever. 
C. Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
P. The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Holy God, in this Communion You reveal Your faithfulness to us, Your beloved 

children. Anoint us with Your Spirit, that we may be signs of Your grace and 
compassion for the world. Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen 
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 SENDING  
 
BLESSING  
P. May Christ, Whose epiphany revealed God’s glory to the world, deepen your faith and 

make your hearts glad. Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

C. Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN         Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL  
P. Guided by the light of Christ, go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
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Those who Serve: 
 
Ministers:  All the People of God Presiding: Pastor Munter 
Organist:  Terry Dybsetter  Reader: Linda Bruns 
Camera: Josh Sumption   Projection: James Kamrath 
 
How to reach us: 
 
Church Office: 507-296-4658  
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558 
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)  
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com 
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
 
December 24, 2020 
            General: $2,002.00 Christmas Eve Offering. 
December 27, 2020 
            General: $2,569.36 ($15.00 received through eGiving) 

$200.00 Christmas Eve Offering. $594.36 from savings for new water heater 
at parsonage. 

            Savings: $20.00 for Organ. 
 

 
 
Merv Anderson, Emily Morton, Angie Denelsbeck Anderson   
Shirlee Gabbert, Lynette Christie, Bill and Karen Pohlen  
Bill Ningen, Gail Sumption, Tom Gawerecki, Carol Moon,  
Dick Anderson, Bruce Jeremiason 
 

 
CELEBRATE WITH PEARL 

SEND A CARD! 
 
Pearl Knutson is turning 90 on January 6th and we would like to help 
fill her mailbox with good wishes.   
    Send your card to: 
     Pearl Knutson 
     1324 12th Ave SE  #25 
     Aberdeen, S.D. 57401 

 

Reminder:  
  The 2021 weekly offering envelopes are in the narthex.  
  Please pick yours up.  
 


