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All Saints Sunday 

November 4th   

Worship with Holy Communion 

10:00 am 
 

We will be lighting candles and remem-

bering all those who have died and who 

have been baptized since last All Saints.  
 

 

New Email Address!! 
 

Bethel’s new email address is 

bethel@bethelofporter.com. 

We have closed the frontier.com 

address. 

 

 

 

 

Christ the King  

November 25th,  

worship with  

Holy Communion 

10:00 am  
This marks the end of the liturgical year, 

with the season of Advent beginning next 

Sunday.  
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Bethel Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 126 

2429 County Hwy 16 

Porter, MN 56280 
 

Telephone: (507) 296-4658 

 

Office Hours at the Church: 

1st, 2nd & 4th Tues—9:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

3rd Wed—9:30a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

E-mail address: bethellutheran@frontier.com 

Website: bethelofporter.com 

 

Pastor  Rev. Ellen Munter 

  296-4558 (home) 507-828-1000 (cell) 

  Email: pastormunter@gmail.com 

 

Your Church Officers 

President Lance Moeller 296-4634 

Vice President      Mike Knutson 507-829-2767  

Treasurer Virginia Thomsen 223-7918 

Financial Sec. Josh Sumption 296-4497 

Secretary Sue Alley 507-530-1628 

 

Deacons 

Anna Kamrath, Chair         507-530-5558 

Martha Melrose 296-4515 

Craig Petersen 296-4483 

Terry Dybsetter                             296-4401 

Sara Wollum  223-5844 

 

Trustees 

Jerome Bruns, Chair    296-4645 

Tom Gawerecki 224-2267 

Roger Longhenry 296-4422 

Bob Merritt Jr         296-4436  

Curt Blumeyer 223-7339 

 

 

Board of Education 

Tracy Wente, Chair 296-4623 

Anna Noyes  296-4477  

Carmon Mamer                223-7751 

Darcy Bruns  223-7395 

Megan Syltie  507-829-9931 

 

Custodian 

Lou Knutson  296-4489 

 

 

If you have any corrections or additions,  

please contact the church office at 296-4658, or  

email: bethellutheran@frontier.com. If your name 

does not appear in the month of your birthday, it 

means we don’t have your birth date. Thanks! 

 

November Birthdays 

 

1st  Levi Hurt, Hadley Hurt 

4th  Lauren Ningen 

5th  John Mamer, Matthew Petersen 

6th  Travis Longhenry 

9th  Crystal Alexander, Daniel Pridal, Addison Emery 

10th Dick Anderson 

13th Heather Cottingham 

14th Gayle Fredricks 

16th Muriel Wadsworth 

17th Monica Tuttle, Lawrence Petersen, 

19th Kendon Knutson 

20th Linda Bruns, Grant Schrunk 

21st Rick Anderson, Lance Moeller, Sue Alley 

22nd Devin Sumption 

26th Julie VanHyfte 

29th  Lacie DeVos 
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November is sort of an unusual month in the church year. It’s not a season, but it 
is set apart. You know the seasons of the church year, right? Advent (blue), 
Christmas (white), time after Epiphany (green), Lent (purple), Triduum, Easter 
(white), and time after Pentecost (green). That last one is about six months long, 
and so is further divided into summer, autumn, and November. That’s what I 
meant when I said November is set apart. It’s part of the green season of time after 
Pentecost, but it’s also it’s own thing.  
 
In 1994 the lectionary (the cycle of readings for Sunday mornings) was revised so 
that we always hear about the end times at the end of the church year. In the year 

of Matthew (Year A) we hear the story of the five wise and five foolish bridesmaids, the parable of the talents 
and the separation of the sheep and the goats on judgment day. In the year of Mark (Year B) we hear about the 
destruction of the temple and warnings of the end times to come and in the year of Luke (Year C) we hear 
again about the signs of the end of the age. Before the revision of the Lectionary, we didn’t always hear these 
readings, now we do. And that change has made November into what it is now—time for serious reflection on 
the end times and the return of Christ in all His glory. 
 
People who talk about the end of the world, or the apocalypse, are often regarded as crazy people. The clichéd 
picture of the man (it’s almost always a man) on the street holding a sign proclaiming, “The End Is Near.” Just 
some poor person off their meds. Nothing to take seriously. We have so many other things to do, and really—
how many times have people given a firm date for the end of the world, only to have it come and go with no 
ending in sight? Besides, doesn’t Jesus want us to focus on being servants to others here and now and not wor-
ry about when or if the end will come?  
 
Sort of. The thing is, Jesus was pretty specific about the fact that there would definitely be an end to our 
world. And rather than tell people not to worry, He encouraged them—commanded them—to keep watch. To 
pay attention. To be ready. He said that the end will come like a thief in the night, so keep watch. And that 
when the end came, you need to be like the five wise bridesmaids: ready to go, with your lamps lit. He was al-
so pretty clear that the end times will be difficult if not dangerous for the believers. That there will be wars 
and rumors of wars, the faithful brought to trial for their belief in Jesus, rebellion, hatred and deceivers claim-
ing to be Christ. It kind of sounds like we should be worried. But over and over, Jesus says that though these 
frightening things will come to pass, we should not fear. We should be on 
guard and watchful, but not worried. That He will be with us. That the Spir-
it will give us the words to say. 
 
The end times are surely coming, though in Mark 13:32 Jesus states that no 
one knows when that will be, not even Him. And while we are called to be 
servants here and now, we are also expected to be watchful and ready. Our 
lamps lit. Our sins confessed and forgiven. Braced for the difficult times to 
come, never wavering in our faith. Not worried, because we know how it all 
will end. Prepared, as well as we can be, to meet the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords when He comes again in glory and power to make all things new.  
 

In Christ,   

Pastor Munter 



 
 

The Church Council and Board reports for  
October 2018 

Trustees: 

The following discussion/decisions were made: 

  Discussed   the treasures report.  Move and second to pay all bills.   

  Discussed fixing flag pole pulley. 

  Discussed the motion light on the SE door.  Vlaminck will look at it as it doesn’t go out.  

Roger Longhenry , Curt Blumeyer, Tom Gawerecki and Jerome Bruns 

 

Deacons 

 

 Deacon of the Month: Craig Petersen 

 Food Shelf:  Canby 

 Communion Dates for Bethel will be November 4, 11, & 25  

 Deacons decided to again sponsor the ThanksGiving Tree in conjunction with Prairie Five.  
Terry will contact Prairie Five. 

 Discussed praying for families during worship on a rotating system in the new year. 

  Members Present:    Martha, Terry, Anna, Sara, & Craig  

 

Board of Education: 

 

The Board of Education discussed the Jr High Youth Gathering which is in Willmar, Novem-
ber 16-17, and 17-18.  Tracy will be contacting 7-9th graders to see if there is any interest.   

 

They discussed a couple of Christmas Program ideas.  We will meet November 5th to work 
on the program.   

 

The BOA set the Sunday School calendar for 2018-2019 year are as follows: 

 Christmas Program    Dec 9th 

 No SS Holiday break  Dec 23, 30th, and April 21st.  

 

Submitted by Carmon Mamer 
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The Jr. High Youth Gathering  

is this month! 

The gathering is in Willmar Nov. 16-

17, and 17-18. This is the largest Jr. 

High gathering in the country!  

We have five young people planning 

to attend. Please keep them and their 

sponsors in  your prayers.  

          #SWMNYOUTH 

The Buffalo Ridge Choral 
 

  

The Buffalo Ridge Choral presents it’s “A 
Month Before Christmas” musical on Novem-

ber 18, 3 pm, at Wilno.  

Admission is $8.00. 
 

 
As the holiday season is approaching, per-
haps you and your family can include the 
needs of local families (some also may be 
friends) in your holiday thankfulness.  Con-
sider a gift to your local food shelf.  They are 
asking for food and cash.  They currently 
have a goal of $7,500.00 before December 31, 
2018.   
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 Holiday Gift Giving—a new twist 

The average American plans to spend over $600 on Christmas 

gifts this year. Yet many of us admit that the tradition of gift-

giving leaves us with too much stuff and too few meaningful 

memories. With ELCA Good Gifts, you can find more than 50 

life-changing, charitable gifts – such as a pair of goats, school 

fees or a water well – and give a gift the world truly needs. Each gift can be given in honor of a 

friend or loved one, and you can send or download a personalized card to let them know about it. 

Shop now: ELCA.org/goodgifts 

 

 Don’t forget that you can donate to Bethel just by shopping at Amazon. 
Go to smile.amazon.com and choose “Bethel” as your charity. There  
are many, so go to about the fourth page and you will find a “Bethel” in 
Porter, MN. That’s us! You can to change your bookmark for Amazon to 
be smile.amazon.com so it comes up automatically. Then when you shop 

just look for the “eligible for AmazonSmile” in the product details page and you’re good to go!    

Check it out!!   Bethel is again “decorating” a “Thanks Giving Tree”.  
This tree is decorated with ornaments designated for specific children 
in our community.  This project is coordinated through Prairie Five.  
The tree is now in our Narthex with it’s special ornaments.  Select an 
ornament, purchase a gift $20-25, deliver under the tree by the first 
Sunday in December and delight in the warmth 
of giving.  The gift should not be wrapped.  

New ideas and conversations for to-

day:   

Log into boldcafe.org  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fgoodgifts&srcid=174694&srctid=1&erid=38725311&trid=4e40be70-b2c5-472b-9a11-498fba28d5d6


Page 7 The Bethel Newsletter 

 All Saints, All Souls and the Day of the Dead 
 

All Saints’ Day (also known as All Hallows’ Day or Hallow-
mas) is the day after All Hallows’ Eve (Hallowe’en). It is a 
feast day celebrated on November 1st in the Western church. 
In the Eastern Orthodox churches it is celebrated on the first 
Sunday after Pentecost, and in the Oriental Orthodox church-
es on the first Friday after Easter. 

It is an opportunity for believers to remember all saints and 
martyrs throughout Christian history. The church has always 
believed that there is a bond between those in heaven (the Church Triumphant) and those on 

earth (the Church Militant). We acknowledge this when we confess be-
lief in “the communion of saints.”  

In the Roman Catholic Church, All Saints’ Day is dedicated to the saints 
and martyrs, known and unknown, throughout time. Traditionally, the 
celebration of All Saints’ begins on the evening of October 31st, All Hal-
low’s Eve, and continues until the close of November 1st. All Souls’ 
Day, November 2nd, is the day to remember relatives and friends who 
have died. These three days comprise a triduum referred to as 
“Allhallowtide” or “Hallowmas.” The Lutheran Church (and other 

Protestant denominations) collapse All Saints’ and All Souls’ into one festival. 

Remembering saints and martyrs and dedicating a specific day to them each year has been a 
Christian tradition since the 4th century AD, but it wasn’t until 609AD that Pope Boniface IV 
decided to remember all martyrs. Originally May 13th was designated as the Feast of All Ho-
ly Martyrs. Later, Pope Gregory III extended the festival to remember all the saints, changed 
its name to Feast of All Saints and changed the date to November 1st.  

In Mexico, the Day of the Dead (Dia de Muertos) takes place 
on November 1st and 2nd, and incorporates both All Saints’ and 
All Souls’. It’s origins are in the ancient Aztec festival held to 
celebrate those who had died and to keep their memories and 
spirits alive. It was thought that the spirits of the dead would 
temporarily return to earth during this festival. But rather than 
being dark or scary, Day of the Dead festivities are an explo-
sion of color and joy meant to demonstrate love and respect for 
deceased family members. Skulls represent both live and death 
and are a reminder that underneath all our outward trappings, we are all the same.   



Miscellaneous Revenues 

The Revenues taken into account are all weekly and holiday offerings as well as special 
offerings designated to the general account such as Fuel, Missions, and Food Shelf Of-
ferings. This comparison is only for Revenues and Expenses associated with Bethel’s 
responsibility for our parish budget, meaning checks from Hemnes Lutheran Church 
are not included in the Year to Date Revenue and their 25% share of our parish budget 
is not included in the Year to Date Budgeted Expenses. This comparison also does not 
take into account Refunds and Reimbursements or Savings Reimbursements. These 
sources of revenue are normally received to pay expenses that are not a part of Bethel’s operating budget, so are not 
used to make comparison to our budgeted expenses. 

  

The Year to Date difference will show on a monthly basis if we are receiving sufficient offerings to cover our budget, or 
if we are behind. The running total for each month will be in a Year to Date total, not a monthly total. 

If it is necessary to borrow money from Savings Reserves to fund the operations of Bethel, the amount will be denoted 
in the Cash Reserves Expended column. If funds are repaid to the Savings Reserves during a surplus, the repayment 
will be denoted in the Cash Reserves Repaid column. Reserves Expended and Reserves Repaid are not represented in 
the Revenues and Expenses columns of this report.   

 
 

 

Monthly Financial Update 
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WED    6:15 pm    Confirmation 



Bethel Workgroup Schedule 
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Altar Workers for Sundays in November   

Darcy Bruns 

Bonnie Merritt 

Altar Workers for Sundays in December 

Carmon Mamer 

Lou Knutson  

Group #3 

 
  Sara and Nick Wollum  223-5844 
  Sandy and John Appelen  605-272-7571  Or  223-7571 
  Christy Hulzebos   223-7913 
  Denise and Greg Crowser  223-5734 
  Marlys and Kevin Petersen  296-4564 
  Darlene and Jim Moeller  296-4472 
  Pat and Craig Petersen  296-4483 
  Martha and Jim Melrose  320-333-2870 
  Shawn Jackson   296-4699 
  Karen and Mike Evjen  296-4474 
  Nancy and Mark Syltie  296-4404 
  Jessica Dybsetter   296-4448 
  Lawrence and Nicole Petersen 507-829-0555 
  Art Berghorst    507-829-9559 

 



Worship Schedule 

Hemnes:  

8:30 am Sunday  Worship  
 

Bethel: 

9:00 am Sunday School  

10:00 am Sunday Worship 

11:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

Communion Worship: 

Bethel– November 4, 11, & 25  

Hemnes – November 4, 18, & 25 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours: 

9:30 am—12:00 pm  Tuesdays 
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Coming Events 
 

November 4             All Saints Sunday 

November 8     10:15 am  Sylvan Worship 

November 19    10:15 am  Spiritual Reflections 

             7:30 pm   Council/Boards 

November 20            Prairie Conference 

November 21    2:30 pm   Minneota Manor    

                     No Confirmation 

November 22            Thanksgiving 

November 25            Christ the King Sunday 

 

November 4  
All Saints Sunday 

  
Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a 

John 11:32-44 

November 11 
Pentecost 25  

  
1Kings 17:8-16 

Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:24-28 

Mark 12:38-44 

November 18 
Pentecost 26 

  
Daniel 12:1-3 

Psalm 16 

Hebrews 10:11-25 

Mark 13:1-8 

November 25 
Christ the King 

  
Daniel 7:9-14 

Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4-8 

John 18:33-37 

“The more we pray, the more 

we come to the heartbeat of 

God.”  

—Richard J. Foster  
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Kids Page 
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