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In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to 
receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry 
multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic 
table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. 
As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves 
away as bread for the hungry. 

 
GATHERING  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as we begin. 
 
P. We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.         
C. Amen.  
P. Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another.  
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  
P. Loving God,  
C. we confess that we have not loved You with our whole hearts; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  We have failed to worship You with our whole being 
and to share the abundance of grace You give us.  We have acted out of selfish 
ambition rather than the interests of others; we have nursed grudges rather than 
seeking reconciliation and peace.  Forgive us and renew in us the mind of Christ 
Jesus, that we may live according to Your will. Amen. 

P. Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 
mercy of Almighty God, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; and for His 
sake, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, 
and the  Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:1a, 5b, 8b)       

C. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P. Gracious Father, Your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread which 

gives life to the world. Give us this bread, that He may live in us and we in Him, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.    C. Amen.  
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 WORD  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1–5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an 
everlasting covenant with all the people, with promises that previously had been limited to the line of kings. 
As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has 
glorified Israel.  
Ho, everyone who thirsts,  

come to the waters;  
and you that have no money,  

come, buy and eat!  
Come, buy wine and milk  

without money and without price.  
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,  

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,  

and delight yourselves in rich food.  
3Incline your ear, and come to Me;  

listen, so that you may live.  
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,  

My steadfast, sure love for David.  
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples,  

a leader and commander for the peoples.  
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,  

and nations that do not know you shall run to you,  
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,  
for He has glorified you 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 145:8–9, 15–22 
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 9The LORD is loving to everyone 
 and His compassion is over all His works.  
15The LORD upholds all those who fall; 
He lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 16The eyes of all wait upon You, O LORD, 
 and You give them their food in due season. 
17You open wide Your hand 
and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
 18The LORD is righteous in all His ways 
 and loving in all His works.  
19The LORD is near to those who call upon him, 
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to all who call upon him faithfully. 
 20He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 
 He hears their cry and helps them. 
21The LORD preserves all those who love him, 
but He destroys all the wicked. 
 22My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
 let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 9:1–5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. 
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s 
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 
 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit— 2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 
according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Matthew 14:13–21 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, His compassion for others will not 
allow Him to dismiss those who need Him, and He is moved to perform one of His greatest miracle.  
C. (spoken) Glory to you, O Lord.  
Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] He withdrew from 
there in a boat to a deserted place by Himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed Him on foot from the towns. 14When He went ashore, He saw a great crowd; and 
He had compassion for them and cured their sick.  
 15When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19Then He ordered the crowds to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, and blessed and 
broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children 
 
P. The Gospel of the Lord.   C. (spoken) Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Break Now the Bread of Life   
 
Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me,  
as once You broke the loaves beside the sea 
Beyond the sacred page I seek You, Lord;  
my spirit waits for You, O living Word. 
 
Bless Your own truth, dear Lord, to me, to me,  
as when You blest the bread by Galilee 
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall;  
and I shall find my peace, my All-in-All. 
 
 
You are the Bread of Life, O Lord, to me.  
Your holy Word the truth that rescues me 
Give me to eat and live with You above;  
teach me to love Your truth, for You are love 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,  
 our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the  
 Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge  
 the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen   

 
 PRAYER  . 

OFFERING 
If you have not signed up for electronic giving, you can mail your offering in to Bethel (P.O. Box 126, Porter, 
56280), you may drop it in the offering box at the church,  or you may make your offering online at our 
website (www.bethelofporter.com).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
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OFFERTORY PRAYER      
P. Gracious God,  
C. You open Your hand, filling our lives with all good things and renewing the face 

of the earth. We offer our gifts in thanksgiving for all that we have received from 
Your bounty. Accept them for the sake of Him who offered His life for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in 
the power of the Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
 
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless the, and there is enough. May Your 
Church trust that what You bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly 
sufficient. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer.  
 
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance 
for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused Your creation. Replenish 
ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from 
wildfires. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
You offer Yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to 
abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness. Form the leaders of nations to strive 
for justice for all. Guide our government. Strengthen the world’s democracies. Bring an 
end to racism in our society. Inspire our elected officials to govern with integrity. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender 
hearts who cry to You in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Visit all who face the 
coronovirus. Give us, O Lord of life, a vaccine. Assist all who face eviction from their 
residence. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body or spirit, especially 
those whom we name here: Merv, Emily, Angie, Shirlee, Lynette, Brenda, Bill and Karen. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 
 
O God, Giver of bread, teach us how to feed the hungry: the children starving in war 
zones, the families who cannot afford groceries, the homeless on our streets, the farmers 
devastated by pestilence. Give to all creatures their food in due season. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
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O God, You gather Your saints as one, untied in the body of Jesus. We give thanks for all 
those who now rest in You. Bring us with all Your saints to the heavenly banquet. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
C. hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from Your love, we offer these prayers to 
You; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYERS   
Praise and thanks to You, holy God, for by Your Word You made all things: You spoke 
light into the darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For 
Your Word of life, O God, we give You thanks and praise.  
 
By Your Word You called Your people Israel to tell of Your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life. For 
Your Word of life, O God, we give You thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, Your Word made flesh, You speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of Your self-giving love. For 
Your Word of life, O God, we give You thanks and praise. 
 
Send Your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle Your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of the world in need; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen.

 
 SENDING  

 
BLESSING   
P. Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. May you be rooted and grounded in His love. 

Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.      
C. Amen 
 
DISMISSAL   
P. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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Those who Serve: 
Ministers: All the People of God   
Presider: Pastor Ellen Munter 
Camera:  Josh Sumption     
Musician: Lou Knutson 
 
How to reach us: 
Church Office: 507-296-4658     
Pastor’s House: 507-296-4558   
Pastor’s Cell: 507-828-1000 (call or text)   
Pastor’s email: pastormunter@gmail.com    
Bethel email: bethel@ bethelofporter.com  
Bethel web page: www.bethelofporter.com 
 
The picture on the “cover” is “Parable of the Hidden Treasure” by JESUS MAFA, Cameroon 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, Bethel and 
Hemnes continue to have recurring expenses. Please remember to give financially to 
support the ministry of our congregations. For Bethel, you may mail your offering to the 
church office or give online at http://bit.ly/givebethel 
 
July 26, 2020 
            General: $837.75 ($427.75 received through eGiving) 
 
 

 
* $3,000 from the Federal COVID Response Grant as it was deposited directly into General from the US Treasury, 
it was later moved into Bethel’s Reserve Fund in the savings account. This amount is not reflected in the May or 
Year to Date revenues. 

 

http://www.bethelofporter.com/
http://bit.ly/givebethel
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Merv Anderson Emily Morton   
Angie Denelsbeck Anderson  Shirlee Gabbert 
Lynette Christie  Brenda Knutson  Bill and Karen Pohlen 
 

 
 

 
Open House Wedding Shower for Megan Sumption August 9th. 
Becky Noyes is hosting a wedding shower for Megan at the Porter Café 
August 9th , from 10 until noon.   
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